ure. OuiquF reg _ 0 w— | 


ID 


"We" 


Mary's Choice 


Luz = Chap, 16. Verſ. 42. 
_— needfaul and M = that good part 


net be taken away 


a Heſe words deſervedly challenge our 
belt attenaon, not onely becuſe 
of the molt excellent matrer con- 
tzxined in them, but alſoin refer- 
rence to the mott ico p 
Author , our dear Lord Jet 
Cheut, by whoT: they — io. 
ken. 
They may be confidered wwe 
W1yeCi. 
1, Reanve'y : 
:. Ablolucely. 
. Their Relative capacity i5 that whereby they hold forth vpon 
—_ cerms« chey tiand with the Conrext ; as the caſcrerive particle 
p; | But] hich Kands in the tron of the Textuintumates. 
2. According to their Abſolute capacity, they are —_— 
A2 


—  ——— 


, 
| 


] 
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as they lie intirely of themſelves ; For brevicy lake 1 ſhall han- 
dle them under this laſt Conſideration, EY 
The ſumme of che words is, Chriſts weighty commendation of 
a worthy Woman : Their principall parts are three. 
1. Aremarkable Afhrmation. 
2. A ſcaſonable Commendation, 
3. Anirrefragable Confirmation. 

1, A remarkable Aftrmation. One thing 1s medfull. Chriſt 
doth nor ſpeak here of an ordinary, arbitrary bulineſſe ; bur of 
that which ts neceſſary. 

2. The ſeaſonable Commendation is expreſſed in the next 
words, And Mary hath choſen that good part, Wereadin Verſ. 
40. of Martha's complaint of her filter Aſary, for leaving her to 
ſerve alone ; In Yerſ..41. Chriſt ſeemungly, ar leaſt, checks Aſar- 
tha, for being over ſolicicous about ,that ſervice of ing for 
his bodily repalt z Which although a very good, and neceſſary 

| work in its kind and order, yet not alcogerher faultleſſe, when b 

| reaſon of ir betrer ſervice was neglefted. And then in the wo 

of the Texr, Chriſt in lead of checking Aſary, as ber filter Aſar- 

eds bran aint ſeemed to » beſtowes a fingular Coms 

mendation on her. Where two things are obſervable. 
1. Adeſcription of the perſon commended,by her Name, 


2. The matter of her Commendation,viz. Her good choice : 
Mary hath choſen that good part. 

3. The irrefragable Confirmation followes in the laſt words. 
Chriſt doth not barely aſſert, bur alſo y _— - — 
of her choice by an Argument raken from the good 
co It was molt durable. 1hich ſhall never be taken from 


I ſhall not abuſe Your patience by inſiſt what Stells 
and other Popiſh —Þnnhymenr —— Text, con- 


pn} 11 0" behaviour of theſe rwo ſiſters, Mary 
tha; but ſhall premiſe a brief, and generall received In- 


TE Words, learned and judicious Divines, 
then out of them che Doctrinall Concluſion, which 
fhall ſer to my preſent Diſcourſe, and your Chriſtian at- 
renuon. 


I, Org 


. And Ambroſe 
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1, One thing is neriifull. | That is, one kind of Proviſion, ſay 
ſome, as if Chriſt had tad in other words ; O Marrhe, thou needtt 
not be at ſuch colt, and paines to prepare many, andate proviſi- 
ons to encertaine me with ; One diſh of ordinary fare will be 
more exfily procured by thee, and berter accepted by me. Dannar 

Chriſtus, 981 hs OC CMPAT 107 £7 qui bus diftring Martha in 
ſeſe excipiends : Chriſte enum non oft delicarns hoſpes, non af- 
7 exque ſires menſ as, non opnlas lanras requirity tenm: vi- 
the off comenens ; mags querit nitoren anin exquifiran 
fidem , compoſures meres , & fomilia , Aretius uw b- 
Cw. 

2. m—_ aeedfull. | Thar is, Chrilt is neceſſary ; So o- 
thers, Ille ſain oft nobus meceſſarius, catera quit muta ſunt non ſunt 

neceſſeria. Augutiine Serm. de Verbis Domini, Secunduns 
Luc 


a7. 
3. One thing is needfull. ) That is, to hear the Word of God, 
and to labour after erernall Salvation : So a third ſort. Elegis 
Maria Verbums Dei andire, & ſaluti operam dare. Hunc 
verums ofſe arburrer ſenſum. Opponat enum Chriſtus ſinduon 
Marie ſtudio Marthe. Maria hec wnen curabat ne Chri- 
ſhun andiver, f ab os ſalnem & ; Marthau Chriſto 
1m ommbus quibus poterat, miniſtr aver 1llud nana offe nece(ſar i- 
nw dicit, hec muta non ſunt nectſſaria, &c. Mald. is locum. 

2. Mary hath choſen that good part. | Tu d yadMd tide ben, 

benam pariem elegir {0 Beza, Suitable ro our Engliſh Tranſlarign. 
cranſlacech as we do, yet in h che 
words c ratively. Ver. um agneſcere mains opus efſe, quan mu- 
ftravre divina ſetentie anchoritate defimiter, nec tamen Mar - 
tha in bono miniſteris regrebendiczr, ſed Maria, quad melio- 
——  ——_ elegerit, anceferrur. Ambrol, Serms.1 1. in Pſal. 
Irs, 

Caſſiass ind Maldmre, with fone others, read the words in the 
on + Operman partems elegie. Hath choſen the bet 
part ; for which they render this reaſon r_ that the coTi« 
pariſon is not to be underfiood, as if made onely beryween what 
Martha and Mary did chooſe ; but berveen what Aarychole, 
and What Afarrha, or any other perſon in the world could make 
chaſe of, and therefore the Compariſon lying berween many, it 


ought to be expreſſed by the Superlative degree. Afih; quidews 
A} nan 
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y nom videeur moſter interpres melins compationems » &c, Mald. in ls 


C0001 « X 
Theſe things iſed, I might draw up a ſhort Paraphraſe 
of the words, and out of it raiſe many nt i Gs 


cluſions ; Bur 1 e to take notice of, and to onely 
one Which engrofſeth much of the marrow, and of rhe 
Text. 

From the remarkable a yy ( who was beſt 
able to judge ) concerning godly Mary her choice, as being fixed 
upon rm an G_—_ upon the beſt : the 
words without violence will affor us this molt excellent and uſe- 


full Obſervation. 


Obſerv. The choice which the truly godly perſon maker, iu nn 
quffuncy and incomperably the beſt cheuce which cav be 


For the more orderly and proficable proſecution of this Ob- 
ſervation, four things are to be endeavoured ; ſomerhing is to be 


ipoken by =_—_ | 
I, ication. 
2. Confirmation. 
3. Vindication. 
4. Application. 
For che explication, and confirmation of this Doctrine, two 
things are to be ſhewed : 
3. What the true Chriftians choice 15 ? 
2, Thar the true Chriftians choice 1s _ WM ly, and in- 
comparably che belt choice which can be 
Touching the firſt of theſe, before I propound the deſcription 
of a Chriſtians choice, ir will not be amiſle ro premule, that che 
word | Eleftion of Chace | may be taken rw9 Ways, 
I, Largely. 
2. Stnaly. b 
1. Largely, for that it comprehends both the acts of the under- 
ſtanding and the will, Elettio eff 1. in ratione ſecundum quan 
inelleftus habet pudicare quod alter: eff 
2. In wolunate, ſcomdum quam wines haber wes- 
vere, axe impellere , ſrve imperare de proſecutions £)us quod ju- 
dicarum eff. C1. 
2, Strictly, For the Wills 2& one'y about the meanes leading 
to 


w*% < 
Mey? Choice. wI27 'F 


co ſome defired end : when many meanes occurring, ſome one of ©; \ 
them is preferred befcre the rat, this a&t of the Wiil, by the Phi- + 
loſopher, is called Election or Choice, The word 1s here to be 
caken in the largeſt ſenſe, as relating ro the end, as well as the 
meanes, and may be thus deſcribed. 

The choice of a true Chritiian is that , whereby his ſoul, 
affified by ſpeciall grace, prefers betcre all other things whatſoever, 


. 


Chriſt, with all tus _ bleſſings, which be by his bloud hach 


bo — 


aq and of hus grace in his boly Ordinances dif; en- 
ieth to by | 
For the of the underſtanding, and memory of the weak- 


ett ſhall analetically reſolve and explain the feveral{ 
ts \ Fo wuon. 


In the deſcnpuon theſe ae principally obſervable. 
1, The prina of this chojee. 
7-1-6 2. The Object of this choice. 
. 3. Theformal a of rhis choice. 
4. The fountain of all that which is choſen. 
5 TR — of i 
a curvy meanes of its conveyance. 
1 The Principle by which any perſon is enabled to make this 
choice. Thechoicewhichthe Tex, and Do&tine ſpeaks of is 
, ſuch, as onely a crue Chriſtian can make. Tis as poſſible fora 
bealt rodefirero be a man, or a toad to wt any of 
| the Poſterity of Adaw, fince the Fall, without ſupernaturall, and ——_ 
ſpeciall Grace, rightly to chooſe God , and the things of God. ,o" Sree 
( And the true and irrefragable reaſon of it is, becauſe, as the Phi- proper, 
loſopher rightly determines, nothing doth or can act beyond the 
ſphear of ics own activity. Wicked ones chuſe their own wayes 
not Gods. Eſa. 66. 3. Yea, They have choſen their own wayer, and 
their ſoul delights in their abominarions. 
' 2, The Object of this choice is CINE 
all bus ſpirs !, | A whornith heart can be content 
[ with a reeia BE: lefle then an whole Chriſt can (+- 
tishe a fincere Chriſtian. Here ewo things are diftinly to be 
conhdered. 
1, The Primary Object of this choice. Chriſt perſon. 


| 2. The ſecondary Objet. All his Spiricuall | 
: I, Chrifts perſon; Whocan th what g'o- 


rious 
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ricus, and ſoul-raviſhing beauty the truly godly perſon doch diſ- 
cen inthe lovely no of Jeſus Ch, Sr Fenicable wo co 
ſider chroughly the large and pathericall deſcription the Church 
makes of Jeſus Chriſt, by way of a gepant 
to her by the Coghme: of Fauſalns, Cant. 5. 9- ut thy Be- 
loved more then another Beloved, O thew faireſt among women | What 
is thy Beloved more then another, that then deft ſo charge 1? Verl.to, 
My Beloved 11 whue and , Theſe 4m, orb mued do 
make the moſt be-utifull and orient look, or colour, that any per- 
ſon is capable of, and then ir followes | the fanrcndes 
ſand, | and becauſe ſo, he deſerves ro have as much love as ten 
thouſand hearts put into one could hold ; and this lively and lof- 
ry deſcription of Chriſt is continued to the end of the Chaprer. 
Verſ, 16, His month it moſt ſweet, i.e. His word, and | 

which are as it were the breath of Chriſte mourh. We had ra- 
ther be without fire, warer, bread, ſun, air, ſad a Da«ch Divine, 


then want that one ſfieec ſenrence of our bleſied Saviour Afar. 11. * 


25, Cone we mee all ye that labour, and art heavy laden and 1 will 
groe you reſt, Yea, He, ns CREE 
wholly amuble,cvery whit of hum to be delized. Bur as for wick- 
e1 perſons cheir judgement of Chriſt is Farre otherwiſe ; like 
whores, they preferre the gifts before the giver ; and yer not all 
but ſome onely of Chriſt gifts are acceprabie to wicked ones, 
Chriſt ww do well ro —— _ — 
Chriſts {mne-ſubduing grace 1s as to them as Chriits 
perſon ; Bur &f his ary in the nex branch of the deſcri- 
=_ A ſhort diſcourſe of thes high, and ſpinruall ſubzeR, viz. 

he lovelyneſle of Chriſts perſon amongſt many is a dark and ri- 
rin; buſineiſe. Eſa. 53. *. When we ſhall ſer him, that is, Chriſt, 
there is no brace y that we ſhould defire him. This was ſpoken in the 
perſon of rhe carnall Jew, who judged of Chriſt according to his 


ourward ance. 1 Ce... 14. The natural man vecerverh not 
the things of the ſpirit of God, for they ave fooliÞneſſe to hum, neither 
can be them, becauſe they are ſpiri diſcerned. And who 


wonders that a blind man is not affeted with the moſt beauriful 
object which is before ham when he is not capab'e of diſcerning ir, 
Deformury, and beaury are both alike ro ſuch a perſon ; tis ſopro- 
orcionghl y in $; incuall Objects, 

2. The Secondury Objet of the Chriſtans choice is chucex. 
prefied 


ol 


l 


<< —— 


PI 
—— 
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ptefſed,viz. | Af Chrifs ſpiranal Bleſſings} A rruly godly perfor 


doch as truly defire ſancutying grace, to Maic hin terviceable to 


Chrift here, a; pardarung grace to render 

apottte ſpetkerb : He herb bis frei anco but 
and everlaſting life. It were aff inexcul 
in the further proot of chis ; I hall therefore 


afrer, as che 
Gfe, ar welt a 
of ti7Te to be 


bes conchtion ha 


cnely name one Text for its full confirmation, Epbeſ "TY 
ſed be the Grd and Father of our Lard Jeſus Chrift hath 


with aff ſpirunall bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, 
"1 ſprrumall bleſſing ined is on 
preſent purpoſe I thall obſerve three things. 


theſe woras ({ to omit many « 


PPy here- 
s in thus 


walt 


Bel. 
hegea 


Our of 
) tor my 


1. Godly Pal ſpeaks theſe words, nocin his own name onely 
has, becadcit is not ſaid, 
who hath bleſed me, but wb» hab bleiſed ww. 

2. He gives thanks, not tor fone anely, but for all (puricuaſl 
bleſſings rhar were procured for mem by Chritt, for {© are the 
words, who hab bleſſed xs with at ſprricuall blaſſingr, Now if 
Paxlin his own name, and in the name of all the godly Eptelion 
bleſſe God for all ſpicicuall bleſings, by Chiidt ; Ir fol 


but in the name of all the godly E 


undernuble cond; 


, that he and they did untainedly 


*dy g 


defrre 


them all, ocherwile theur thanktullnefſe tor then had been hypo- 


cnacyl and abomunable. 


3. His chankfujlnefie for them was cquall, therefore ſuch was 
his and their. defires for them... - But is it with the wickee / 
Who dare aftirme it ? whale they are Wicked, they do not, cats 
A.curited Balan 


na Cchre to partake of all ſpracuall 
may Cefirerodie the Ceath of the r 


bl 


1. They do not detue w,Hear their own woods, Lake 19. 14.1% 
will not have this man rule cover 3. Ties Was avcryplain bur yet a ve- 
ry ruce and rebellious meſſage, and yer ſuch dult-beaps aze found 


in every corner, fuch matteriefſe monſters nic 
[oy an 


that bycbeu oavnenndeſſion, they ma 
tor bertg-unvvilling to ve as rhe 
Sants 1n this life. | 


where x; 'i» 


y ſubjectsef the Ringo 
*1 » 0 wy 


2. They canno: defirexw, Row 8.7. The carvall mind ew 
mul v God, for ut is not ſwbjtlt to the law of God, itvicher inderd 
can be, By theſe words we tee planily, the bet of zn unrecenes 
r-xe perſon 1s not onely averſe, 


utterly adverſe to the rule of 
B holneſſe, 


Rom. 6, 3+, 


. N. . © y 
cous ; but nowicked man 5 ! 


alive, n ble fuck, can devre robverhe hic of ther! 


——— cc 
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bolineſfle, and the Will being guided by the Underſtanding ; If 
the carnall mind ( us the here : aflerrech ) be enway 
ft the law of God, the rule of bolinefie, the carnall will cannac 

y be for conforrtaty to ut. 

3. The Mentorious cauſe cf all che whach the cruly godly 
5 erſon chuſerh, is the precious bloud of the Sonne of God, Sir 
Conſe proce. *vall graces, and comforrs here, and the crernall glory of the other 
cheap things, but molt cnftly, and accordingly ought 
| | by us, Epheſ.1, 7. In nhow we have ve- 
dew pu wen through tn, the fargivenc ſe of finmer, according 11 the 
riches of bis grace. ON is 4 we ward, 
and 2 ard is of the Covenane of 
Grace. every godly perſon may write chas fi pun 
yo pardon, aſſurance, perſeverance, and all the other ——_ 
he partakes of by Chit in this life. Theſe are the price of 
bloud and rhat the beft bloud,called precies, x Por. 1. 18,29. and 
_ | » ny + 4 AA. 20.18, And fo be 
| an infimce perſon, and conſequently the price an 
inflaice goien Thas will much more hold a> ncncing ohe 
= of the ather world. Heb. 10. 19. Having therefore brethren 
ſe 16 excer 160 the belieft by the bland of Teſas. No gerting to 
Inn Oy a finners ſwrmming wpon the malt 
precious fiream oft 4 Saviours bloud., Theſe ought to be 
requently che mecarations of Chrittians ro inflate they loves to 
a moſt lovely and loving Saviour, and to qui then: to endes- 
vour Gncable praiſes all heir priviledges in bot 


ers aiperer The Farmall A& of this Cheice, is « they pre- 
_—— ..- mpe+ -oarwres + 

| ferre Chvit, and all bus pineal blefings, before abt workdly 
a4 nt whacever. This whe i of all, and y 
perſons, That they eficen and the rting« of God a- 


all orber rtungs, 1s evident in the ef godly Dawd, 2s 
|| ns wr ee german ear inthe1 19. Fſal.30. 
choſrocke wan of rack, and Ved. 173. I haw choſen thy 


/ 

precepes, compared with Ferſ. 167. My ſoul hath. reffums- 

a1, 200 1 lee them ex er Zak rt. cr os ver 

whote watld.. Pſa. 119. 103. Her ſmere ave thy words ane» 

tafle | yea, ſmercry thee bony to my menrh, And Verſ, 52. 7 

law of thy monch 14 barter is rue, thes thauſands -_ 
ſc 


Wo 


Mary i Cheies, 
Thoſe words of the 4. Pſal. vw. 6, 7. there be that [ay, who 
al yen {monk The (awny } in the Text are alf the 
LE CE Blut 
be fer the lghr of Gods (0untenancey 2.the m1. 
to his and profeile: h that furh 2 pre. 
Senmans teegcatendy make ham more glad then any 
wording could poſſibly be ber bus corn and wine Yes, 
Pfal.63.3 He preverres Gods lowing &: before life it ſelfe ; And 
that ( as Satan eruly ) is ro be praverred all ocher wv 
things whiricever, Tab. 2.4. Shs for thin and dll that « an 
bath will he groe for bur life * Bac no wiched perſon living doth ter 


ſuch an high valuc upon God, and the thangs of + Bur if 
God be twelve with hun, ſome worldly Object, to which he is in- 
ordinitely affected us alvoaies chirween ; ns as by thoſe words, 


Lincs 14. 14. when Chritt w25 (pe tang &« the prnledge of the 
fi at the reſurrection, one that hexrs bien cle ome, Bleſ- 
fed is be that (Pall eat bread in the ngdors of Ged, us if hethad fad 
in ocher words, that i« CE ew _ I chooſe that 
for m 10n,.<, iy, &5 diicover has nie, - 
The ke who were As 
thar he ſexpert to much ro adrire, wow. go 7 = 
then we verſe 1's. they all with one conſent made exenſer + They 
hhennd nuch 60 ere the prividecdge of Chriſtians at the reſur- 
wetion, but their Own, Fam et, Wives, lay much nexer to choir 
hearrs, for vinch we read werſ. 314 That t Maſter of the heals 
wdb- voy avery , 2% be bu grear cauie , as thall be berexfter 
proved. 
+ The Fountain of all the good the goaly perfor choolerh 
Free Grace and favour of Cot tovvards bas 
which they all do deſervedly adurare in this hie, and nll pan 
further grounds more perfectly acdrui'e to all etermey in thaite to 
cone. The ſhoutings of all the godly 1a both wnelds are, and 
t6 be Grace, Gaze, Tis not confiderable whar carnalt 
Sephifters may object agunit this cruth, becaute it war afferter} in 
the thard branch of the deſcription , Thar all che godty perſons 
priviledges in bath wortds, were dearly purchaſed tos then by the 
molt x recious bloud of Chriſt, the Son of God, and thereupon as 
they concewe Gods conferring ce ptoigns apes che Wa, 
ſcers rather, if noc onely, —_— ” noe & all of Grace. 
2 n 


Can 4 prOcy 6 


—_—_—_— 
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In his baſt, I (hall fay no more ( arkd 1 chink more nee | noe be 


ſaid) hen to name that Text of the Azalt'e for the cog- 
rare pheſ. 1. 7. ge war ig 

0 through In blond, the forge for, according to the ruher 
hoes According © SL divinity, Cheots bloud 


as the teritorious cauic of Redempyion and Remiffon, 1s very 
vel} conbflent with thegrace, yes, the riches of the grace of God 
the Father. Tig very true, they were excerdangly coitly ro Chentt, 
we are the greater debrours to his love for being willng by fo 
geat a price topurchaſe our , tisai rue, they are not coltly 
_ we have hem aider cy cul aides jroen, Ela. 55+ 
verl. 1,2. 

6. The ourward and orderury meanes of conveying of all 
Chrits ſpirituall blefſings into the hearts of Gods people 15, the. 
os gaia, che pkden pipes by reich the grin api of gra 
cangles granre, xFEs "I, oyle 
e einen the betef or Coe ens To Cs. 
ry TE ht the Ordinances ha 
not oncly fo, but diicourage from weiting upon by 
| _—— prout Pharanb, Exed. 5.17. 
Te are idle, ye ave ride, therefere ye ſay, (nt mu ge, —— 
erifpce to the Lord ; Sothey lay, bec rule the geople of God we idle 
and unwilling to rake paines in their <allings, chey fpend ſo much 
rime more ther oubers in gadding to bear ſermons «+ Bur alas, 
though it be exhe to hear ſermons, as they uſe to Go, yer 25 C0d 
requires, and his people encexvour t5 do, with and fixad 
hearts, is mach harder rs ds, then any exerciſe they were cver ac- 
quainted with. Bar Wiſdeme ir jufhified of hey Children, Mar. 11, 
19, Holy David had berrer rhoughts of Gods Ordinances, Pſa. 
$4.1, How anrablt oe 
«hb, ed even fanmarh for the Courts of the Lard.. And 
ſeemeth co envy the Sparrowe: that had liberty to build their neſts 
neat Gods Altars. Ferf. 10, he adderh, One day in thy Courts i©s 
berter then « thouſand elſe where, If any demand why Devid is fuch 
an admirer and extoller of Gods Ordinances, be gives a ſansfyi 


"g 

account Ver. 14 The Lord will vive grace and glory. Grace, and the: 
» are w x rater, ns phone} Tg 

boly ones, im the nght uſe of Gods Ordinances... 


firft £ wies of 
Lewes of G 
Thas much (all ſerve for the ff. 


tabernacle! O iy ag 
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I come nave to the (econd thing, 7 har the muly godly ed pears 
chace 0 anquefhunably , and compar ably the beſt choice 
made | 

on gp—_ qu ti cancion. One woul 
think that among!t 2 Religion, and fo well in- 
ſiructed as wem Adored a oo 
ſhort proof aght ſorm fufhcent for this purpoſe ; For myparr of 
therawere nct a hee in the Bible wo prove ic btides the 3 Ti 


4-8. nn -_ or _— - _—_ 
l A things, ' 
ra. pf the iſe her naw Airy rw w) oY nn hs 


is erul brexyrpakee which che godly man chooterh, 9 

Ayr. obs the world beiides Bur becauſe 
Beet moet m—_— ING aro noe of + 
right belief io this werghey prune, | hall farther confiert! the goed- 
IE Lheiee chove alt eater choicer rhurare 


or can be made by any ungodly perſon in the wortd, by one un- 
OC " 


The good which the «bh 1 the beſt, in order 19: all Demooſtre- 
— os to come. When this ©. 
1» made g-5d, more need not be ſpoken for the proof of the gotty 


chowe, | 2s the beſt choice which can potſibly be made; 
all che concernments of all perſons in the world are recuadble 
ow | aq nn 4 C— 
Order co boehe on without 
ns habe tier Gar can homad es 

I-hall rew addrefie my ſelf ro tld forth the feverall branches 
of this Demonitrazon, in EET WU [ have.propounded 
then, wich cher ſeverall 

6 Lies, 


Choice is chie-beſt chiiee which can bs 


rs of this Ike. accoury , in ceference to the ourware 
ngs : 


Send Capacity. 
ne hats the gry mat ered nope of his _ 


+ Tam. 6, 17. 


hes ciace | uw remporall ood 
ira pr cheace of amy ungodly perſon is we be 
wicked chooſerh creature comiorts onely, and locketh no firmer, 


wherher Gods bletling, or curſe, g2 along with chem : 


oO r—_ be content wich creature comforts, in 
abundance, it he cannot enzoy God wich then. he 
careth not whor courſe hetakes vo ger wrong, 


ncbadas ro him, but the godly: perion ſcrbs che on@ty in 2 


eras thaſe ninginbla ctterences herween the com 
din of gdly and ungodly perions, in reference to remporall 


ly boaſt of his Alochnelm as hundreds or 
knows not but thet his oven 
injuſkce of others, and many other reayes, G 
i, the he and tis 


gg 4 for an thulf penny. The Apatite call 
- = re well he may, fos we can have no more 
ee nn cubay 
w ae preſernly mneg, ac gore. Prov. z 
Richer certaunly ms rar Fw , thy nl 
watds brivtven. Os thar the ) Mammanifs oveutd 


coblwer thus ——_ 


and tin th 
Ml che Factors people of God who have made che chater the 
bem wr nd ns have Code wnigllible prearaſe, which is che bet 
ecurity that can be defied, that rhey ſhall rower wane any cing that 
ww ( the God of heaven, their maſt wiſe, and mercy- 


Ea ne ey mime nth This 


—_ 5 Toney ogy 14. 16. foe ", 


Et as all do chat ag cute hm Gl Bala 


ſuch as thus word 
wy _—_ n+ em rambo 


Derid und ory crve Crit maj PM. 23.1. The 
Lard 


— * 
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Lord 14 1oy ſhepherd, # roll wt nas 2 The true Ghrittian who ivin 
4 $00 and tacan condition in the world, if be be aflured that he 
hath made this choxe 1 am now ſpeaking of, may pothbly live to 
ice hi« purſe ofeen erpey, 27d hes cay board gong, but being whoer 
a full preciſe, Pſa. 14. 10. bt anfiver ias ewvn foul, when 
rempred by Satan tw daitrutt Cods thon, 2% Abre- 
fy IEEE O ney ſon wil provide, Cen. 
22, 8, 


2, The godly man hach the beft Right to ins renporall elare. 


The w have oncly 2 prvidentutl nghe as creatures, &s typo- Jus ſolb, now 


cruicall Azanias had to his dftare before the fate of ir, © Afr 5. 4. jus cb, 


But the godly perion hath 2 ſfpurucuall nghr to his efiare #4 2 new 
Cromes by re os bu Conenan icon Jk Car the wn 
doubted of all changs, Hebrews 1. 2. This grexr comfort 
the Apoltle mandes the godly Cormebian of, and their name 
all the godly yerions 1n the world, 1 Car. 3, $1,223, 24. Al 
thangs ave yours, whether Pant or A ec. All aro nut hand ve ave 
Cheifts, and Cirft & Gudr. 9 Ye bold all in Caper rows, 
winch is the Bott 
3. He (hall have more combort tn lus remperall eflare, be ir ne- 
ver ſo fall, then the nicbelt reprobate in the world can have tn 
has abundance. Amongit many other argumentes that 
might be uſed wo prove thes afleri xn which « 6 grove 2» Por aderce 
t the wholeconpany of uncegenerare perſon, tht is fucient: 
Thar God ſo fiſhoperh the hearts of all ins pradicue yearte; thit 
ca hnens Songs perenetnt—rr — thae 
oporion of remmperall c/tare rh e and firher 1- 
oe dead aeN 
be ſound in the heart ofitheric het Ciinti/ofie pertbn in (the world 
Ne vv1 has £04k nact Why ces uros, iN 
this reaſon vpon makang epad wo Coridinons, 
I hall dil by, = gre nn '2 
Cannon 1. 4 makes tus people commented” with Har 
Tue of onward ature whark he thanks tie co betiew upon ther, 
be it never fo late, This appears by thats excellent word of 
the Apollle, Phrl,4. 11, { here harned in hater Dart / -— 
therewith te be content 3 1 nin ew 1+ be dated, ad Bod it + 
band, &c. | G4 
Objet. If any ſhould carnally cavil, and (ay, tis tree, it was iv 
wr h 


Mary Chace. 


with Pasl, who was 2 Near-ſath fot counenct of Grace, but it dork 
not follow, ris (o with every orcanary godly perion. One fvallow 
makes nor a ſfurnmer. 

Salim, laniwer, That akhough in this face of imperfection, 


nather tarh, conenemncat, nor any Obes lanchifying 
&axe is-pectect in while we are in thu world, bur there 
arc and will be fomc of unbelicfe, and diſcoreent in the 


——_— Chnikans ; Yer where true gadlinetle hath once t2- 
ken the Throne, All, even the weokett ot Gods people are really 
contented with cher worldly condicon, and with the whole con. 
—_ Cods Providence —_— 8 —— Godl:- 
ih comenment 1! (ans, is, with z mind that hath 
! c—_ and 15 —_ thor which the Lord affords him :; 
Winch COMentment at (elf alſo ſprings out of ; For he 
chat.hath Chaidt hach 2ll things with fum : Sorhar where ere 
linefle encers the ſoul, corgcentment is alwaes- gne par ot the 
train}, winch canto. be ſeparnce froth it. 4 


ee pot 4. Nomarc 
contented with his world! 
7 yr wh fair, 


rvay men, 
to hy rx<<ſcomcer, 2nd make x tying profethon of | 
well Caisfed with their worldly lor, but ( without the Nor Mow? 
& charity ) 1 may, and maſt take le we not 15 believe them, not- 


nuthitanding 
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withitanding their frequent , and canhdent prodeflians, boca it 
is writen Feoleſ. 5.20. Hr that leveth iter Pail wr bb [ariified 
with hlperv, nor be that verb abundanct, wth inervaſe ; this alſo i va. 
wicy : UE God faich, as it 45 here exprctiey, hat be has lowerhs f hoes, 
19 wit, 16 ngrery ny ane er ers 5 nn 
1 rofind with wer, and imeveaſe, i may then lzy © fuch protenders th 
conenment with cher | 
faith, as Pay and the ocher Apoities to the Council, as ro their 


obedience ; We cughr to believe Cod rather then men, Tis as AR. 5. 19. 


pole for 2 wicked man to fill tus body with Aire, and his cheft 
with grace, 2s bis cmunce oneh weulch. Tis with chew a wich 
x (hip, le: may be overiaden mh fuver, and gold, even uno fink- 
ing, and yer have and tides ro had ren rhaes more,” $6 
here, 2 covetous W t he have cnough to fink him, yer 
he (hall never have enough ts faushe hum. So that the Conchu- 
fron which the Palit delivers, 1s molt worthy to be obſerved, 
Pſal, 37.16, A bath that the rightoos hatch 14 better then the 
vather of noany wiched © He doch not lay of how many, becuuſe 
let us think of never © many, yea of all of chem, the righ- 
reous mans little is becter 1n very many remarkable reſpedts then 
all their greareſt rrexſures heaped together : The King of Spare, 

the greaelt Prince in Chrulendome by Carre, having his 
Empire {o farre extended that he may truly lay, that the fun cver 
ſhines upon his Dominion, yet gves this for his Mocts, Terus now 
«4 Orbis, The whole world is noc ſufficient. God by Selman 
Is us, that i the hebſe of the rights 14 nach rreafure, Prov. t 5. 
6. although many times there 14 ſcarce 2 good bed to lye, or a ſear 
ro fit on. The ame wall certainly come, when the richeſt wicked 
men that ever lived wall ſee clearly chat chew account would have 
been Tech narrower, ind c ly their cendicion toll erer- 
nity leſle miſerable, if hey teen io poor as to have begg'd 
their bread (rom door to door all theirtiver long. Tis with the 
blefſifgs of this life, as as with perfuTied gloves, when they arc 
nchly , the perfurne is much more valuable then the 
leaher, wherof they are made ; $6 not (o much earthiyblefirgs 
conſulered in the nlelvei, us ther being perfumed wich the (weer 
love of God in Chriſt, is chat which maketh them Veſſings 4n- 
dee, wrily deſerving the name they bexr. Newv all the bleſſings 
of thoſe who have made DO um the Tex, mtnry = =? 

f 


®* 
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funed ; AU the bariey bread eat, bear never {© courſe, all the 
clothes they wear, be they never ſo mean, vath all they or ber rem- 
poall bleiiings, they proceed from the ſame ſweet love of Cod, 
mherewich be was moved to befiow Jeſus Chat upon then for 
ſalvation, . Row. 8. 32, He the ſpared not bit own ſon, hue hath do- 
lovered hm wy for avall, bow ſhall bt not wich bis freely give =« all 
thieves, Nothung is more oremary then for wicked rxch men © 
judge themſelves the onely happy perſons in the world, Prov. 10, 
15. The rich mant wealth 1s bu ffreng city; There he is very ſafe, 
and in bis own concar : Bur as for the poor, in his wicked 
nch eye he is defpiſed, Prov. 1 4.20.7 be poor it bared even 
of but ome nev : bur the nb hath many fronds, Bur tid they 
conhder that wizch the Scripture {; exks of then condution, they 
would dſcern no bach cauſe wbeell ofic, Aal. 2. :. God threat- 
neth to ewrſe their bleſſings, ( and who is able to concave how bic- 
ter Gods curſe is ) and nor ſome of chem onely, bur all of them, 
Dewr. 28, from 15, to 22. Conhbder Owicked man and tremble 6 
chink, the curſe of God fills all thy fiveer cups, and d&ſhes with 
CN. Gods curſe ( as a fury ) hauncs thee in all 
thy wayes, In the City it atrends thee, in the Countrey ut hovers 
over thee, coming un it accompanies thee, going forth ut follows 
thee, and in travel is thy companion : So that upon the matter, 
Ao fer dy nt ny pee 
Me. thinks I hear all che Lords 


bleag Cod for deajing them fuck « mierable f; 

a miſer wn. Tis noe 
_ makes the Bird (i hoctly « 5o ns not the 
great eſtate that brings with it cordtall conrentrent. Experience 
cells us in the ſmall tharch't corrages, where the people of God 
&vell, are found more cheartull perſons, «ben 1n 2ll the ſtately 
Pallaces of the wodd , that are he pry mam one*. 

, Let us a lirtle c the y mans Relartive C2- 
pacity, and there it will be 2s trve,, that his Godlineſfle is more for 
the advantage of his poſterity, then «ll the gold, and filver thit re 
hborded up by Chrifileſſe perſons can be for the benefr of their po- 
ſiericy, except God incine them to chooſe his ways, 20d then 
theproperty of their eſtates is altered , bur this is no-rhank to 
— be cCiſtin 'ed and ed 

Here rwo things are to be Ciltinaly conhred. 
I, Perionall goadnefie 15 very akuble for polierity, — 
20, 6, 
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A 


20, 6, God promſeth to fhew ts thouſands of thens that love Vorns, r, x, 
him and eeey bs oomuandements, Plat. 37.22. God promicrh char 
the ſeed of his people hall inberic the earch. The child of fuch a 
Tenans as paid bus Kene well (hall not be put out of his 


2, The greaceſt treaſures chat are heaped up by wicked parents 
for wicked C we very for _ 4 
time they are not a quarrer 60 in (pencang, as chey were in go 
getting. De male queſts vice ganider reyrins hever. The third heir -—__ 
icidom woycerh in ill gocren ; And thas us to c2n- 
fue the common proverb, is that ſon whoſe father goer to 
the Devil. Fur lupyale the beit that can be ſuppoied 1n thus caſe, 
that they continue with hum ; Conſider Solawenr words, Ecclef. x. 
1}. There ut 4 ſore evil winch 1 have ſoon undey the ſun, namely fa 
& beje for the exmners thereof ts their burr. Worldlings te and 
brood upon their wealth, and hatch to their hurt ; as che filly burd 
doth on the of che Codurrice. A wicked rich Son is but like 2 
farred Owe, fitted for che Nauwzhrer. The funſhine _—_— 
ripens his fin apace. Bernard calls ſuch 2 condition, - errce d1- 
an onen ndegnatione crudelvarem, A molt cruel mercy . good 
1s there in having a —_ the a and (o pro, or- 
tonably, a great diate with the curſe od clewng to 
penny of it, Theſe things premuſed, 1 ro/ull ſober minded 
perſons to make judgement, whole condition 1s maſt comfortable 
of rwo ns ; the one of them who can fay, b ud a Father, 
Grandfather, or great Grandfather ( wdged by the world for wiſe) 4 .. 
who toleweme nch& honourable,chd rite early,goto bed lare,nd 0 
all his life long did wickedly with boch and when he had 
chmbed as high as he coutd, and (raped at wealth, as he was 
in a capacity toget, I no being religiouſly inftructed, bur: ſuffers 
ed to be as vile as'I woultd be, for has: death, that I- might 
enjoy the honour and cftare, for whigh he expoſed his foul to the 
devil by wicked getting, and I amhke to drwe the ſame courſe by 


wicked uſing then. . Who trembles not tq think what 4 ſad mect- Prov. ;. ;,. 

ing ſych.a parent and chald will have at the day-of pidgement, how 

dreactully ig all creruiryghey wilLauſe.cactr other. The other £G. 5. 27. 

hath this co fay ; Tit true oy Parents were of low birth, and 

mean cſhage m theworld, but they were ſuch as loved the Lord 

Jeſus, and his dear xcople unfaignedly, brought meup in the nur- 
C2 


rurc 


i... AM — 


L — 


is 
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» Pet, 1,4 
Exod, xn, 6, 


PC. 47. 23. 


Naw. vt 10 


cure anti admonuion of the Lord, and (6 \oft me, al:hough mem 


in che world ;' yer under very many and exceeding precons prov 
miſes, more worth then thewhole world, or ren thouſand worlds, 
if there were ſo many : Wie an conceive andexpreſfie how joy- 
fully fuch a Parent and Child will meer rogerher at the laſt day, 
and blede God, with and for exch other, to all ecernicy. 

Wt have diſpacked rhe firſt branch of the De nonftrarion, 
winch alrboogh ic be leaft confiderable, yer it win require to be 
the more large! y proved, becauſe moſt doubred of ; For Balaos, 
and ſorcher widened men, that like not the condition of Gods 
pernple in this world, yer ſeem ar lealt ro defire the death of the 
righteous, and conſequently the overlaſting ſafery in the ox her 
wotid  :+ We promite ( and hall perform) greater brevity as 10 
TIES SS, pats Oc 6 mint bt 

, is J , 

a Spari 4 I might eahly be large, but muſt be 
inthe confirmation of this Conclufion, and that under theſe 


Swrond/y, Mort coaformble. | 
#4 of md myo condurion May he eden 
ced ( wo oaut other ways ) by whe light of theſe three Conſiders» 
uons. 
They are molt honourable im 
1, Their Relations. 
*, Thar Service. 
7, Their Guard. 
As torhe honourable Rebariong of go Uy perfor, I tha!l onedy 


nance 10, 
They are [. Sonnes of him who i the Gd of Glory, 


ny. of Ohnft, whos the of Glory. 
I, All arerhe Children of God, Gel. 3.26, For 
grave all if Gol by farth in Tefur Cheift. What great- 


cr honour can be defired them For God ro fey ev rocr daft by its 
Wren, 2 Cor. 6.18, 7 will a F achir nee you, _— Dull be wry 
Jacob "was at great paines Nee tO 


Gen, 29, 12, nnd; rea rata app rote it 2great 


LS, 27 38. 


bonour i be fon in law t& King Seal, 7 Sam. 18. 23. and v. 25, 
we 
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we fee wich whe diffccutues te encourured tociumd wo that beiwbe 

of honour ; Bur alas, that was ——_— », the Honour of this 

is not to be ſpoken, or choughe of, we the tagheft admicxion, 

1 Jobs 3.1. Behold what manner of ave the father bath beſtowed on 

at, that we Fanld be called the ſors of Ged. That nowot admirati- 

on Babeld, coulel never be move firly uſed, then in a dilcourſe upon 

ſuch an honourable priviedge as this of A A true be'1e- 

ver tnay confidently call hum Father, who is the Father of our Lord 

Jeſus Chrift ; Chritt bids Aſory tell tus Brerhren ( and what ber- Jobs x0. 1+, 

ter news could be told) that when be aſcended, it was to their 

Facher, as well as his Father, their God as well as bns God ; And 

tis conhderable, that this honourable prraledee of 10N 18 
conferred on all crue believers, weak toorer they arc eveds £4 

inthe Faith of Chriſt, The leatt bud draws fap from the root as gvige wg 

well as the eft branch ; The weakett hand may as truly receive mr» dr. Dr. 

aring of grid, nnd be ennched by it, as the tirongett hand char is ; Cruciger, 

A weakfarth is 2 joint podiefionr, although no farth can be « joine 

— __ | - The meant new borw is as 

eraly and »« mach 2 Child 25 the eldeſt chnld in the Exnily, Now 

al many that never made this Choxce I am- news peaking 

of, will frequently with abhorred umpudency call God Father, yer 

all their Rheronck will not prevail with God to ſpeak to then ac- 

corting to chat language he wſerh ro his own, 2 Cor. 6. 18, 7 wil 

&e your Father, and you (hall be ney ſounes and dangheers, Certmniy 

thes im y of theirs in calthng God facher, is grearer chen 

they we aware of ; If 2 perſon of qualiey, and approved piery, 

ſhould through a town, and ſome ragged beggar, che known 

child of ſore noconou Firumper ſhould run afrer mand preſume 

to cl him Father, what an high ciferace and harefult affrome 

weeld this be judged to be by alt ſoberperſons ! Tis Far wode 

when 2 wicked man preſumes ro own God under this ewhe, We 

may rmpart we with what 1ndignaton Tuch wicked ones wall! 

be rezetted by God, by thoſe words of our Saviour, Jelw 8. 44. in 

verſe 41. of that Chapter the widked Jrov laid chaimwGod as 

ther Farher : wr have one Farber, even God. Be Chant couldnor 


were of cheir F aber the devil, tus holy Father | 
Sonnes, and be an holy Sonne was zfhamed to be a brotheero Feb. z. 17 
C3 fich 
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ſuch unſandibed perſons ; Such boner bave wely the ſain, 
Pal. 148. 

II. All rue believers who have made the holy Choice I am 
ſrerking of, pay honourab'e Spuaſes of « Crit, the King 
of Glory. re = m—_ of che Corman, 
— Chg mew pcm ee®: may preſent 

4 virgune ts ov this being t being molt 
poco topper Of: Kon mult needs be (© ; Fores the 

yers ſpeak, Ker fulger radius; mariti, The wife alwaes ſhares 
in, and with the i rayes of her hudbands honour. In Pſa. 
45- 16, We ſee that Chriſts ſpiricuall ſeed, fuch are all true behe- 
vers, are Princes in all Lands. 

2, Ther ſervice 1s molt honourable becauſe Gods ſervice. 
Among men to perform the meanett ofhce about the perſon of a 


wbuur{ er Phur, pages be honourable ; The ale of 2 ſervant of God 


Pal. 34. 7- 


1s an _ that of Monarch of che World, 2s Name 

_ er le, hen The higheſt ſtile that King Devd could 

himſelf, not in che phraſe of a frivolous French com- 

ed plan ſpeech of a erus jraiee, was Pal. 116. 

16, CO trans en ; He doubles 

it , becauſe he knew not poſſibly how to adde an kigher and bes- 
cer ratle, 

3. Their Guard is molt honourable. Heb. 1. 14. Are they noe 
all enyty; «1, ſent forth to numſter to them that ſhall be heir: of 
ſalvation ! INcerrogation 15 to be reſolved inco this Afhrma- 
tion ; Are they not all ( vic. ) the Angels m=_—_—_ Spurs, &c. 
that is, they are certainly. The God of gon f hath not more 
noble creatures to wait on his own A ons ay a= A 
men ts counted an high piece of reſpect, when ig: 
ly reſpetied by the Prince takes leave of hum, to _=_ lone 

Courtiers to accompany him the length of I 
of - 5 gray ny" 
imlble of an i, of An- 


nothing of lafery of this guard , which is un- 
| ſtronger, then a guard of man CES 
«ngyer {q well armed and ordered nobles have often- 


rimes a y of nile men like themſelves wainng on then, as 
if cheir own perſonal ins were no ſufhciently =o by but they 
azuſt have their idle, drunken, and ſwearing fervancs by the fins 
alſo, 


5 5” TY — —: = we ww 


LE —— 
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alc, 2x with c e3, to dravs down ſpeedy and fearfull venge- 
ance uy on them. of the Saincs guard 1s able to prevail agurſt 
many thouſands of ungodly ones, [ſa. 37. 36. Then the anvel of 
the Lord mens forth, and ſmete in the camp of the Aſſyrians one hun- 
dred for ſcore and froe thouſand and when they avoſe tarly in the morn- 
ing they were all dead corgſer. But all the holy ones of God 
ae atrended by holy and mughty Angels who excel of way, rh Pl. 103. 26, 
and never want wil to be ſervic to the people of God to thei 
belt advantage 2ccorcaing to divine apy cuntment. 
Secandly, The conduon of thoſe that make the godly mans 
Choice is unqueſtionably the moft comfortable condinon. I the 
rather rouch upon this , becauſe ic bath been, is, and will be a 
ſlander uſed by wicked men to diſcourge ochers from the good g,;wy, colui- 
ways of Godgo aſſert the inconſiſtency of ttriineſs in an holy pro- wftrcus ef ſyi- 
fehon with a chearful, ind comfortab'e converſation: As if 25 foun as ries wetene 
a Chriſhans name and heart is really given up roGod, he muſt ever. font, 
laſtingly bid adze to all true joy and delighe : The fallenefle of 
that CR brought agunlt the precious ways of God, 1 
ſhall endeavour to Giſcover and confute by making good theſe two 
Concluhons. 
1. That true and great joy 1s found in Gods wayes. 
2, Such joy canno where elſe be obrained.. 
1, The joy of Chriſtians in the wayes of God, is atrreand 2 
2t JOY. Prev. 3.17. Her are mayes of aneneſſe, and a1 
pathes are peace ; 1 hey are firewed with Jag. with 
ace, Some degree of comfort followes every good ation, 2s 
_—_ fre, 2s beames and influences iſſue from the 
fun ; Which is {© true, that very beathens wpoa the diſc of 
a good conſcience have found ownforr, and peace aniweradle , 
which if it had been the comfort of a conſcience punified by 
the bloud of Chrift, it had been premices axte greminnes , 2 fore- 
reward of 3 ell-doing,in doing whe-eof ( noc only for doing there» 
& ) there is great reward, Pſa. tg. H. Ta wn that 
thoſe wayes ſhould be uncomfortable where the vrock of walki 
in them 1s wiges to it ſelf. We fee here thar Cod by the mou 
of Solomon tells us, that the ways of wiſdeme,, that is, of Chriſtcthe 
wiſdore of the father, are ware ancreſſe, and all ber pokes, 
not only ſomne of then, are ; ere. 1* being ſo, it marrers noe 


although the wicked men in the world hould tay, and —_— 


Mary's Chaiee. 


Mr. Leighs 


ſoules ſolace 


again? ſorrow. 


Pſal, 34. 8, 


they are uncornfortable ways : The A; offle declares what our du- 
ry 13; in ſuchacaſe, namely ro believe God, and nor men, Row. *, 
4, Lit Godbe true, and wan a lar; And of we conſult the 
A; olte, 1 Pet 1.8. we haſt 6nd the crefic of rke godly mans 
joy afterted. Whom having not ſeen, ye love, in whom, changh now 


ſee bim not, yet believing, ye retoyer with | #blr and frll of 
ry. Oh chic j yes? 1 - F thejoyd: ! char 1 feel hank rp 
they be ul, they be wonderful, they be wonderful ; were 


the words of Mittrefſe K atherixe Brettergh. And anxhber, Oh the 
joy ! rhe joy ! the unexpreflible joy thac I find in my foul ? The 
rruth 1s, theſe joys arc bett known by ence ; The beſt dif- 
courle that can be ufed, ts noc ſufficient for the full expreTion of 
them : And therefore holy David wiſely provokes others toger a 
rite of Gods goodnefle themſeives, for rhat would more prevaile 
wichrhem to ad rare, and preferre Gods comforrs before all ocher 


co nforts whatſoever, then never {© ney high exprefiohsucrered * 


by thoſe who have the feeling of them, tor it is in this caſe, as it 
is withone, who rtaftes he is more ſarisfhed by the rafte of 
irs ſyeerneſſe, then if he ſhould hear the learned diſcourſes of an 
hundred Phi rs concerning it, We have now briefly proved 
char the joy and comfort to be found in Gods ways, is true, glo- 
nous, and grexr, weproceed to the ſecond C 10N. 

2. The joy of Chriſtleſſe perſons is nor ſuch true, great, and 
glonous joy ; I donor ſay, they have no joy, and comforr, I onl 
aſſert, thar rheir joy is nor of rhat kind and excellent quality, wit 
the joy of the Lords dexr ones ; Which for breviry's fake I ſhall 
cſcover b _—_— the comforrs of thoſe who are incereſted ig 
it, - with thoſe thar arc ro irift four parti , 

Firff, The joy of true Chriſtians, as Chriſtians, is a crue, reall, 
and ſubſtancial joy ; Eſa. 9.3. the joy of Gods is com 
to the joy of , and the joy of thoſe char d-vide the ſpoil. Now 
whar joys are more reall and enlarged char can be found among!t 
the chi of men ! The huband tnan after all his great coi, 
panes, 2nd parience, when he live to ſee HEIENS harveſt doth 
not onely ſeem, but dorh rezily, and exceedingly rejoyce. . The 
Souldier that a lictle while {.nce w2s horribly affrighted, with the 
roaring of Cannons, and rhe fat'1 falls of many on his right and 
left hand, after the barrel is over, himſelf in Gfery, and divi 
the rich ſpriles of his enemy : Who is fof as ty doubt 
of 
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af the realicy of his joy { . or @ cloquenc as 10/exyreſſe the yrear- 
neſſe of ic : So reall and gre xt, yes ach more, is the yoy of the 
| of God. Bur on the other ide , the joy of the 


wicked 66 cxanny on appanes reality, 2 Cor. o. 15, 
The Apolile ſpeaking the cake bead Corina, - 
remarkable Character of them, Ther they glory in appearaxce , and 
et is heart. Their (ervices are bypoenncal, and (© are their joyes. 
And tis mot juft with God to ſuffer it to be fo. For ſhame there 
fore O ye ſonnes of vaniey, foalt noe of that joy, which is bur 
skin deep, which is but the hypocriſy of mand, your longer T 
but grinning, your bearts often tunes ake ternibly when yoar {mpu- 
dens faces counterfent a ſnule. Learn, learn before it be tog-hure, 
holily ro abborre char mirth wich 1s (© frothy, and flaſhy, which 
onely ſmoothes the brow, but fills not the breatt,vhich onely wers 
the mourh,but cannot warm and chear the heart. 

Secondly, The joy of Gods boly ones is high and noble. 

1. It ws an beaver-born birth, end Gum 
the bighe't and mott noble etheene. Gol. 5. 22. fruit of the 
on God the haty Gbott is the worker, and preſerver of : 

ans'j0Y. - packet 

wr ot pron wy Foe gortrgredes 

rhe inghelt » Not t , (ch is 
ginion in, ne meerly ratianal, ſuch as Welt-bred Hes 
then« cn excel in, bur (pericual, and fupernarural objects, then 
which none cntbe Found more noble, or fonoble, © This ivevi- 
dent by thoſe words of the Church, Ffa. 61. 30, 7 will greatly 
rejonce in the Lond, ney ſoul Gall be jayfod in 87 Gods, for be bath cls- 
thei wwe with the garments of ſafoation, be hath corered we with the 
robe of right rou(nafſe, 41 4 bridegroums dechrth himſelf with ornaments, 
and 44 a bride adornarh | or (elf with jewels ; SOthar it evident, that 
net riches, but nghrcnuſneffe, not the vamies of this world, but 
the concernments of the ocher world, are the noble «bjecs, 
of Chriſtans joves. Ler us now gfanceapen the low, frdid, and 
druatith objects of worldimgs joyer, Lake 12. 16, And be ſpate 
« paradly with them, {aning, the of 4 cerramn rich nan brought 
torch fully, verſ. 17, And be theurhe within himſelf, ſamng, 
what hall 1 do, becauſe 1 have ram where ts beſtow my fruts. 
And be ſaid, ve. 18. Thu will I &, 7 will puctl doen ney barns, and 
buld greaer, and there will TO LO EPR and my goods, 
verf. 


May? Chuie, 


Nch, 8. 15, 


_— ATE 7 ep ſou, ſoul, 49 — "p 
4 , Gat, &r we . » . 
Bo God [ard T5 'Thes fool, &c. In theſe woods we lee the 


lovv objects of z he-worldlings joy, che Creatures, noc the Creator, 


choir gaads ew arch, nov the God of herven, food and drink ac 

for thebodyy which:is who bruiciſh part; in the 20. wwe. we fee 

the right4enfure.af Cod upon this perſon, be cals him: Fea, and 

50 be wasgbacauſe be minded ſuch lory and penithang objeets, 

his baras being a jeR for bis. hoggs then for tyaſelf to 
an | 


- - 


weary of inflicting, rhen they of enduring thoſe gri tbings 
whetewith they were cried. And tiswell known, that ſome of the 
great ones of the world, in diſconcent have layd down their Em- 
we , becauſe rhey- could nr conquer Chriſtans by rormenc-, 
Sc ertieobe tar ofalts wicked, ir is very weik : Many birds can 
oP a uey note in ſummer time, but in winter they arg gone , 
15 theJoy of the wicked in Prey high, 

and look merrily, but the leait crafle almait marzs rbeir. murh, 
and puts them into their dumps. There is more whining , and 
crying with ſore Chrilileſle perſon for the lofle ofa Corv, Horſe, 
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nay (omerumes for a ſmall Pig, theo of tharry- cr fourty years re- 
betlonagaintt God, Alas their weak comforts are eahily overtope; 
they he #5 _— almoit of every thang, the frown of a rich 


kind of affliction. I hall name bur onein this 
affiiciion of ſarosy, Hah. 3. 17, 18. | that 
m_ neither (hail frua lt 1m the wines, the labour of the olrver 
{, and the fulds hall yeild 0 6, che finch (hall be cus off 
the nd pant pr? — Veri. 18. To Amillre 
int , YT fſabvation, Here we 
have bletied oe ay 1DItarion, wha 16h 
The Prophet Habbakat beheved, 
caſe wicked men carry t 
bruit crexmures, Heſ. 7. 1 
their bearer, when they hewied wen their beds : 


treble. "3 w *21519 1; 

Grants _ png rn the jay of the 
«wicked, ty {[nyont rarion, it Wl be very reparkable. 
agents 4 Saine, poſſeſſed of ov 
jay before mengronad, faying ; _ Friend, how long will this yy 
of yours ball / He ay antver, pd make good bis anſwer after 
this WaJ_ers 3» gu oy _ q 0 9s gs = - as 
long as I waytd hae 39 k al endareaviong as anyehi 
RR or in-tewen endureih , Te (hall run wich the 
longeſt -line of |! Gods eternity : This 1s folly proved from thoſe 
wards, 2 The. 3. 16. New ww Lord Teſwr Clerk bunfelf,, and Gad 
00 08 F ar ev, whoch hack loved us, and $rucs 6 enrtrlalt ing conſe- 
line. Gods an overigfling God, 11d tae reppley confolarionts 
eveclaſling, Tis rrue the funregt a Chiithins joy igehes bis ay 4 

D 2 


a A _y_ lh JE —. w_—— — 


May's Chaice, _ 


be clouded with remprations, and- deſertions 4 bur yet it 1s moſt 
SIE [arer all cheie clouds ſhall be ſeartered; and 
apy Ear a5 glorious, yea more glonous then ever before. 
The ciouds rap white koop iovche bright teames of the 
ſunne, that it ſhines nor out ſo comfortably as at other rime: : bur 
Call 3t 15 not, cannot by this meares be pulled out of its Orbe, 
Tis + with a Chnltians joy, Pal. 30. 5. Weeping may endure for 4 
mght, bus joy cumeth in the morning. Ef. $4.7. For 4 ſmall mo- 
ment have 1 forſaken thee, but with mercies will ] gather thee. 
Verſ. 8. Ina lutle wrath 1 bid my face from thee for a monrent,, but 
with everlaſting kindneſſe will 1 have mercy an thee, ſauhthe Lord: 
redeemer, But come and the like quettion to a Chrilt- 


lede in the molt condition in reſpect 
Sialorie Se riches or wary. gpoar- Harare yu 
delights of the chuldrem of men ; that ever any ſuch perſon hath , 
enjoyed, or can enjoy in thar ftate ; and you ſhall ſee what a wo- 
full, if rrue anſver muſt be returned, when you ask, how long his 
joy ſhall laſt / Ic may be ſome wicked man may dream, and con- 

utret thoſe golden dreams, that his condition ſhall be 
cantfotrable in borh workds : There are very many,coo many fuch 
dreamers im all corners of the world ; But you mult remember , 1 
_— wg "7 AY yer no wicked man 
ling can prove any gs. this, that his joy ſhall continue 
web himin both worlds, or it ſhall abide with him ſolong 
as he lives in this world. Whenthe wicked depart our of this life, 
they muſt everlaſiingly bid adicu to all true joy and comfort, Rev. 
14.11, The ſmodh_of their torments aſcend! for ever, and they have 
—_— - Bur many of them begin their hell here, long 
before rheir tranſlation hence, as the godly their hewen, A wick- 
OO are. | proſperous condition 
in the eye of ſenſe, or reaſon, cannot upon good ground be con- 
fidenc thar tus peace, and comfort ſhall continue eme week, or d:y 
or hear longer, Eeckſ. 7.6. For as the crackling of thorns under a 
por, Which make a ſhort blaze, and is ſuddenly exrin&, ſo « che 
lawghter of a fool; Such God accounts, andcalls all wicicked mer. 
The Ame: tels the wicked, rhat their ſun ſhall go down at 
noon day. Allche wicked mans confderable joy may be over, be- 
fore half his dayes be paſſed ; God delights ro marre the mirth of 
Chriflieſs bnes in the midit of their jollicy ; Dax. 5. Inthe be- 


ginning 


an 
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ginning of the Chapter, we read that King Belſhaxzar made 1 


and wroe over againſt the Candleſl ich upon the EE 

nd that wrote. V.G. 
T hen the K ung1 eonmunance wad © , and hut thowg hes troubled him, 
ſo that the joynes _m_s were looſed, and bu knee: ſmart one againit 
another. N.7. Then the K ing cried aloud, ec. Oh the inconlide- 
rablenedſe «f that ſhort liv'd joy which a wicked man cannoc be 

ghtly confident to enyzoy for the ſmall ſpace of one poor hour. 


27 


Theſe things premiſed, if any perſon wiſh well to his own joy, no 1**- *<- 1 


choice, bur the Chritiians choice is the right way to obcain, and re- 
cain it in both worlds. 

3. The Chriſtans choice is as —_— the be?, in refe- 
rence to the concernments of the other world. It cannot be rezſo- 
nably expected, chat in apiece of an hour I ſhould goe over in my 
diſcourſe the ſtate of the Saints bleſſedneſſe in Heaven, and the 
finners miſery in Hell, that by comparing them togerher, it may 
he diſc which choice is beſt, chat which le1ds ro He wen's 
happineſſe, or Hell's miſery. Tins may abundantly ſuffice for my 
preient A mention four remarkable Pa ars,vvhnchhold 
torthlight enough cotwincingly © prove the concluſion I have de- 
livered abour this weighty poine. 
| 1, The Godly mans choice will infallibly bring him co © hap- 
ry a condition in the other world, that he ſhall noe defire, or 
hvecmſe to defire any other goo-l, then that he ſhall then he 
poſſeſſed of, Pſa. 73.25. The Plalmitexprefleth hinfelfchus, 
Whens have 1 in heaven but thee ! and there 11 none wpon earth that / 
deſire be ſider thee ! 1f this be the language of the Saints in this 


EEERRSEEAETACAM TRENT. 


world, ſurely there will be much more caute why it ſhould be their 1, bearudine 
conftane language in rhe other world. God 1s the univerſal good, complebicnr om- 
and they will chen be in the ful'eſt enjoyment of ir, that rheir na- ** defderiem 
rurcs re crpible of ; and fo there will be no need of the lexft con. faommm, 
enburion ot any other goo below Cod ro perfett rheir ſubſtantial quines. 
happineſſe. That ſer of goodneſſe will ſurely fill brim-ful a'l 
heir largeſt veſiels, Pſzl. 16. Lait ng Thou witt ſhew me the path 
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Pſal 17. 14. 
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lifegn ence is fullaeſſe of joy, and (© no room for any ocber 
now 4-4 owt preg fp on woled caſe will be far char. 
wiſe, then their moſt aflifted etare ever was in this life. In this 
wo:ld ſuch is the admirable kindneſle of the glorious God to bis 
curſed, adverſarie« that be ſeems to deal with more like chal- 
dren, then like ene nies. The Plalault cels us, that in this life, 
in pain, or any other attaction, many of can ſay to theur (er- 
vants ; I5 dear busband, or wife, to refreſh me with their 
company : Bid my beloved Chuld, or faichfull Friend, come and 
be helpfull rome : Go ferch me ſuch a coltly Cordial, to keep wp 
my fainring ſpirits : But in che other world, God aFords them 
no ſuch comforts. Thar cup of gall and warmwood have nor the 
leaſt drop of any comfortable w qualihe the bicrerneſſe 
thereof, Lak, 16. 35. But Abrabam ſaid, Saw , rewenber, chat 
rhow in thy life time recerved/t thy good thimgr and lbewmiſe aww evi 
thing 1, hut now be u condfertad,” thou art tor iced men, bave 
all checomfortable portion that they are like to receive fromGodgu 
this life;no wonder therefore when death comesgthey are ſoloth wo 
depart hence. The madc was but for a very (mall courte- 
fe, verſe 24. a finger dipt in water would have been bur a 
MEenes to the paines of hs t torrened with hetli(h 
flawes ; yer as ſmall as ut was, it was denia,co fe all Cluilileſſe 
perſons know, whar they muſt crult ro an the other world, They 
ruſt angly, dnpk of thewine of the wrath of G-d withoet, mux- 
cure, not the leaſt drop of mercy ſhall be mingled with it. Rev. 
14. 10, 

T Thecondclon of dl godiyrerins jnidie edharwarkd, Ott 
be much more comfortable, then they can potſibly conceixe while 
they are in thus fe, Oh how huppy would many judre their con- 
Gitzon to be, if all that chey could palltbly conceive to be Cohght- 
ful ro thew, night be enjoyed by the 11. . Burt the caſe of all glo- 
rifed perſons hall be far more co r:forable then this coTes to, 
1 Cor. 2.9. Exthath wit ſeen, car hath wat beard, nor hath © emered 
iro the Fears of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love kiw.It rexer enxred imo the hexrts of Go4: beſt reople here to 
conceive fully, how happy their glonibed concicion (hall be : 
Their hapy ineſe ſhall be made up of ſuch ingredients, which the 
infnizely wiſe God, who prepared it ſhall jucge autyr EE ug 
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foctable ; and ſure infinite wiſdome can bet chooke the moſt com- 
fortable ingreckents, and his inhnuce (ove to tus people, will not 
lutfer him to leave out any of them. But now on tre other fide, 
the waies that wicked ones choole, will bring then to grearer wo 
and milery in rhe other world, then they can for the preſenc fully 
| — Cconcewe; Pſal. go. 11. Who broweth the ——__ The 
WMCrraganins is to be reſolved into this negation ; can fully 
conceiwe the greamnefic of it, We may conceive that it will bevery 
drexdtul, and although we know not 15 the utmodt how dre:dful in 
will be, *ovill cerrainly be intollerable, Rev 6.ts,16,17, And 
the Kings of the earth, and the great men, ond the rich men, and the 
cine? Capt aint, and the mughty wen, and every bend-man, and every 
freeman bud themfetver in the Dent, and in the r1chs of the moune ainer, 
and ſard tothe mentrarnes and rocks, fall enix, and hide a from the 
face of bum that frrarh wn the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. 
This was a pour ſhelter, for the mountauns meir, and the rocks 
cend at bus preſence, for the great day of his wrath is come, 
and who able rofhand! Oh wotul, and miſer:ble mil- 
| creancs , Who <an neither abide, nor vaid the fearful wrarh of 
God ! It would be very ſad nevvs to a wicked man, if one ſhould 
| come and tell hun, that that perſon who hacterh him mnt of all 
; others in the world, hach power over him, and is devifing all the 
borgd rognenes that the wit of man can imagine, which (hall 
ſhotrly,þe inflicted won him ; But alas all this 1s but a very (mall 
thing ( 1 had almait ſaid a very noching in point of terrour ) If ir 
7 be compared with what ternble and true tidings 1 am now from, 
Cod to acquunt all Chri tefle perfons with. Al yew wha 
xewicked do often pretend ( 25 thoſe lars the Ewihiel 

t | 2g Ws ) much love to your Cod, with your lips, yet 1 am 
ure, he doch not beheve you ; Bur he who knowerh heres 

berrer then your ſelves faich, Zeb. 11.8, rhat his (out loarhes 
you, andl your ſoules abborre ham ; And if you che inthis condiri- 
on, the miſery which you (hall endure in the other world ſhall be, 
not whit the finite underſtanding of one no nor ren thouſ1nd an- 
&y mahcaoust Men, Ln ine ther he ide k her cn deviſe to exc- 
cute upon you ; bur what the infrve uncerflanding of that God 
who loathes you, h»th preprret] ro render your concucion moſt ex- 
quictely, unſf cakbly, 2nd unconcewobly miſerable. Mar. 25. 41. 
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and bu angels, There is the doleful enphais of the miſery of 
damned perſons in the other world ; Their miſery was prepared 
by the intinite wiſdom of God, who beſt knowes what ingredients 
are molt torturing, and his infinite hatred of their finful perſons 
will not ſuffer hi.n to lee our the left of them. They have vex- 
ed, and frened Gods foul by their fins here, and God will vex eve- 
ry vein of their bearrs, and be revenged on them ro the urmot 
hererfier, Hiftorics mention many waies of torment which the 
ar mg ancchriſtian factions have _ ro diſcover 
rperr curſ againſt the precious people of God ; Ar of 
iron banning ben, whe hey have Lnd upon their naked fleſh, pin- 
cers red hot wich which chey have off the fleſh from the 
bones, bodkins with which they have pricked their bodies all over 
a into Limeckilns, and into Caldrons of ſcalding lead, 
their skins were flexd off alive, and their raw fleſh rubbed with 
ſalt and vineger, they were laid upon Grickrons, rafted and bafted 
with (lr nas | , their boches were rene aſunder by fiſturg 
them to boughs of trees, they were rofled upon the horns of Bulls 
with their bowels hanging our, they were rorrured on the atk; 
on the wheel, and on the gibber with Indra, 
Theſe were very grievous wares of rornent ; alas, theſe and 
many more ſvch deviſes, were no more then the inveritions and 
execurions of finite men, which Cod permirted ro be afe4 upon 
the bodies of the people who were deny beloved of his foul, 2nd 
there'ore are but as bug-bexrs ro ſcare children, if rhey be compe- 
red with that moſt fearful venge +nce which an infinae God hich 
decreedto execute upon all Chriiticiſe perſons mm the orver worl i; 
Becauſe of the infinite hatred rhat 1+ in his foul agrinft them. In 
ſhort, The happines of heaven will be much mare fiveer, then 
the rewie of God can conceive, while thes xe hee, and the mi. 
ſery cf. hell will be much more drexdtul then the wicked, in chis 
lute, enther cad or could y in2gIne., 

{. The Godlyin the life roco re (hall hive onely (och company 
as they would have. Man is 2 focthle crexrwre, therefore fur 
able ſociery is a defight, &c. This will be a very confhiderab'e 
ingre-hent in that hyppineſſe. Here they cry out, or hwecmſe 
continually to cry out in the words of the Philwift, Pſal. 120. 5. 
Wyo i; we that 1 ſorewrn in Me ech, that 1 darll in the remer of Kedar 
Lictle doth the wicked ores: of the world know and conſider, 
| what 
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when hne-boncks hey an to chake gaedy ne gbbns, and near 
eſt relations, becauie of the wicked couries whach hey rake. It ; 
with them as it was with Lat, 2 Per. %. 7,9 « Their righteous 
ſoules are vexed from day to with ſecung and bearing of their 
walawful deeds. But bereafter they (hat be un that place where no 
appr mama Hi ys T heve ſha/ 
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ed thee, and God the holy Ghott, who landtified and comforted 


-yx erfect mm theis inowledge, love, and I 
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End Ee oy nn: 


gear ber: 

recompence of reward, IT 3 — Bur fure the eorpany 
of Cods zenp'e, when there is no renee, exvy, owerdneiſe, 
oe any ereinagtion, will be nch more deveable. Bur on 
rs nr — p Apo 
be 2 their roemenc ; they muſt depart incorhe 
place © the devil and his are, Mar. 24.465. Here if 


* men do bur fancy the apparition of ono devil to them, they look 


pale, theic har ftands up, chey fhcick , nd areveady wy 
down dead : What will their wakul cale be in- the midit 
hr: ern devils really with them > Here wicked ones have 
many nevſons, a , wwes, chuktren, friends, ric arc 
the eelight of their eye, andthe joy of their hears; Bur in che 
& he: world is would be 2 very greze abacerrent of cheir miſery, if 
they might never ſec any of then chat remain Chrilliefſe as ther? 
ſelves do. A great many think they hve done all thar belongs to 
them, if they prenicde eftary: ſoc che” (elations, wives and chil- 
dren to live gallamly in the world, hut never take the leait care 
abour the tou! cs, mace precious then the world : Burwhen they 
E Meet 


Mary's Cheice. 


Mat, 13. 41. 


meet together before Chrilts Tribunal , azzy not many women 
with better warrant ſay to their husbands then Adoſes wite did to 

» Thew haſt been a blendy buiband ts me ; And many culdren, 
thou cruel Father, if you had ( acco wo Guty ) uns 
{iruciedcorrecied, and given me an ri ume never been 
io hatul and fo rucrabic. as now 1 wn : {> ſervancs cry out 
burerly, Oh chat 1 had never catered within the door of chur £2 
maly of ſuch a gracelefie Maſter yvhoin fiexd of helpung me to hez- 
ven, haled me with violence to the pit of Certruction. On carth m3 
a conmonipeech amongſt the wicked, The more the merrier, not 


able, as to chunk, © a thang 2s 
Charity diwels among the damned crew : But be knew that if 
they came t1 hell, bus torments would be the greater, and there. 
fore dehired T_T SICner 
carry4n t t | weeerth : The 
Roce I Un bs der enemas diden 
roaring , greater nutber of ghaſtly, andfrightful L 
whognaſh their reeth. The ſaints in the life wo come thall ne- 
ver be afflifted with any uaacceptable for a day hour or 
Toment, and the wicked hall never be with a pleaſing 
Companion, although is be: but for the leaſt ſpace of tune which 1s 


4- All the godly perſons ſhall enjoy the comfortable condition 
before menyzoned to all eternaty ; and all the wicked ſhall endure 
that woful miſery for ever. Thus great big-bellied Epither, Erer- 
mall ; 1s that wy 37] —_— or maſery ro the urmo(t, 
1 begin with the firti branch. The Saints happineſſe «ill be, and 

ſhall know that iu will be A 16,11, Is thy 

ence 14 of joy, and at thy 11 oe pleaſure! for eoer- 

amore. exp ID. jog of je wependy df ado 
And if we into 1 - 4. 17. we may obſerve Pasl(ſperki 

ae tk» — bled gps Sm DE 


conger op with then i= the clands, 16 ment the Lord in the arr, 
fo we ſhall be ever with the Lard. And it the Sans an this life 
know, that their happi ſhall be everlaſiing,in che life ro cone, 


ſurely the of the ſaints Triumphant is nocefle, then 
et 


A” 


ITT 
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> 
ttt 


the know'edge of the faines 
their happineſle ſhall” be 
ſhall be io. The Azoltle might well adde, 
fort ang anocber with theſe war 44. Ir 14 noe 
re IT 

of men. Sh of ſums pfie chr 


arias, 74 libertas, 


Now 2s for the wicked, Erernicy is that which rendan their 
condition amazingly, unſ , and unconcewably wotul, Eſa. 
11. 14. The faners in Sion at « hath ſerprized the 

#, What is the marrer! There follow rwo Quetti- 
ors, Whe hail dwell with drvewr mg fire, although for 2 ſhort ſpace of 
time Bur the hardeſt Quetiion of all is, Who hail endure everlaft- 

barmangs! If = O__ in por mer (which 
(Ly cnn) I have roaring, _ ars in this 
lake, but after ſo many hundred, or c ” I hall 
ena be delreredout of ci plc Es 
celivered, although after ay heme fee 
abate their miſery : Bur when they ſpeak rhat which is the c uk 
in this caſe, Here I have been a great whale, weepi O__ 
ing eycenh, endo ext be fir ven This Erernie D _—_ 
fo tpeak ) The very hell of hell. ESD 
ever did or — c— 
whic b God will e-e long pronounce in their he: Ma. 15.41. 

(0 —_—— for. ' Whew the hire been 

1" Many years are hacrs on their heads, lars in the 
| m———_ 4 the Sex-ſhore, they are as farre from 
the end of their rormenms, as they were the ft moment they 
——E—— 

have now diſpacch't the Demonfiranon of the Doctrine, by 
whchu cleuly —C——— all the concermments 
of both worlds, rt rm is unqueſtionably and 
wen np rm ro ee thae can be made. 

The thin thing rhat 4 promiſed, war” 16 vindicare this glorious 
Doet; ine fro 7 the Objeetrans, and Cavils that are brought 2gainft 
it ; to tamethon ail, yrerea wry, loneg;/ if padible ravk "1 ſhafl 
takenence of rwo rrinaps) ones, which cteulypropounded, 
and fully anſverodsÞ ſhall baden whe | pk 

E 2 et. 


May 1 Chuce. 


noc aid, Chaltlemencs we g7iewam, 
indeed grievous to ourward (enie, and in that reſpect it 
i« here ſaid, that chaſliſemencs ſeem grievous. But when fenſe 
teels grief, faich may, and often doch conceive abundance of com- 
ſort, wes 3.2, Believing James could ſay, that we mult come it 
all joy when we fall wen derwer? a. The world wondreth, 
ſaith Mr. Phulger the Martyr, we can be merry in ſuch ex- 
cream miſery ; But our 
meo ſeliary. Believe me there is m0 uch joy in the world, _ 
Cm co I ſpeak it by ev 
thoſe who are tender avd dekcare = 
that their ſenſes mult by no means be tight few 
= qoy nr > emerge 3. who would 
bluſh co ſpeak of fuch womanaſh and childith renderneſſe. - 
naxarchay, when be was commanded by a Tyrant to be 
a Mortar, Ges our to has pry WWE bear « vedſe! 
&« Anaxerchas, he accounced the of tis no ſuch 
matte: - and our Lord ſpeaks fully to this poine,, Afe.10.28, 
rey act thaw winch can bf the body, fre are net able ro bill the foud. 
The wortt that the worſt of 1ncarnace devils can do rothe people 


gp rent; ben Med and not alwaies that net- 
ther, without Gods per For ly Bambew ac the fake 
andin the mad! of _— ( which 


and ;e*) fpiie thee words, wt w— 
have you my fer a muracte, rp "ofrus gr ph out 
] mere (in 4 bed of Dope : ber # is 10222 av a bad of Roſen. 

3. The gr-ev0u atfictions of the people of God are Miri 
by the linutation of cine ; they are bur for _—_— —_—_ 
this life ; (© chat, the {borrneffe may cxoreding! 
the (harpra's 5 of then. 4: Per. 1 4. Now fv nk i andle) ye 

= heavmſe mano d rempe as ions. e readin the 3* of 
Lana, that the Church was © deeply offiicted, that ſhe 
need filled with bitternedle, 1 5. and made drunk with worm 
wood,t.3t, We on whet wt her great and (ufhcient cordhal to 
her fron farting The Lard well nat caft of for ever, 1 if (he 
lid, Thiokiecergetoia nor everiatiing bimernadle, andchere- 
inner mn 

z- The excellent frum of ſanftified afiictions of Gods 

J b 


but ſwres grievens. Afi = 


+ Who rurnerh miſery A4. & Mos. 


half conſumed tus arms a4, & Mons 


Mary's Chaiee. 


Heb.1t2.11, Nevertheleſe afterward it yrelderh the praceable from of 
righteonſme ſe xate them which ave exerciſed thereby. Here Interpre- 
ters concave, thu by rigbreewſncſſe we are to underitand the ſame 
thing that is calied tolinefle in v.10. there i; one glorious effect 
of ſanctified aſfiftions ; and then this affiiction is amplifed by 
af, ecial Eputhere, Pe xrable, rhat 1s, Chaſbſement when ſanch- 
hed worckerhpexce in Chnſtan, and that is double, Internal in 
— and Ere:nal in the world tro come. A word of cach 
of theſe. 

1, Sandtified affliiftions are made uſe of by God for the encrea- 
{:ng of the ; of his people, this is Gods end. Heb. 13, 10, 
He chafteneth us for our profic, that we way be partaker? bit boli- 
eſt ; and be never fals ſhort of his ends. The Roe is iweerer in 
the Still, then on the ſtalk ; che like difference is to be found 2- 
mongſt Chriſlians, when under, and out of affliction. Jobs 1 5.2, 
E very branch in me my a ry that it may bring forth more 


frac : As Vines are made frummull by » io are Gods 
p_ has pruning knife of afflictions. inks thes ſhould 
to quiet and cheer up Gods under the ſoreft af- 


fictions = 7 barely contented, gr 
will part with our Money to tians chat give us bicrer 

and Chyrurgians, that _—_ oc by launcing 
cur , that fo tbe diſcaſes wounds of our boches may be 
cured, and ſweet boguly health reſtored : We ought much more 
upon the account of our ſpiricual welfare, be not only contented 
under, but very thankfull for all Gods moſt ſmarting diſpenſati- 


away the evil ſpanit of cares and ſoon huſherh all. 
hdes, fuchis tbe wiſdom 2nd indulgence of God ty his afiiced 
children, that be deals with chem, as we with ours. Weare noe 
; of our Cordials, but give chem only to our Fck, not 
ctuldren : ſothe ſeeth chat in ume of greu affi- 
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us Mary's Choice, 


&ion his people molt need, and will molt prize his cordials, and 
then be pours them our freely. Many of the pers le of God know 
this by perſonal experiences ; and if they had noc drunk deeply of 
che cup of atfiiction, they had been ftrangers to the ſenſe of thoſe 
ſirong confolations of the Gotpel. Heb 6.15. Hoſ.t.14. I will 

ing her into the wilderneſle, and ſpeak comfortably to her. 
When Chcittans are in a wildernefle condition in reſpect of fuch 
affictions, that the/ know noe what way to turn, then God uferh 
to {perk windly ro chem, yea to their very hearts, as the Original 
doth unport. 

3. The ſandtified afflictzons of Gods people trend to theic erer- 
nal peace. 1ſa. 32. 17. they ferve to ſweeren and greaten their 
glory in the other world. 1. To fweerenit. Ecal.5.12. The ſleep 
6 lubouring man us ſweee : Sleey is the nurſe of nature, the wages 
the paics the poor man for his uncefſane pains ; theſe labouring 
men are no ſooner in bed, bur the next 14, they are fait 
aſleep; their relt is more uninterrupred than the reit of ochers : 
$0 it is with the precious people of God, that all their lives long 
have been l:bouring hard in Gods furnace of afflition. It cannoc 
he bere fully concerwved how freer the glorious reſt will be to 
them: Amaricuds precunc dolor commendac anopli ts! gandia ſequm- 


ts. Hier. ad virfuerns iis exiles es Taree. 


2 Togrenen their glory. greater the com the greater Mujere tv: 2- 
are the following revards of grace. Bernard cals CO —_ mes 2.4505 4 / 0 
Pearl 


LL 
5 Ter. «cd 


but his Fathers Gold-ſinaths, char are working to 4 


the glorious Crowns of Saints, 2 Car.4.18, For wer light ay yon 


ans which it but for 4 moment, morkgth for 6 afar more exceeding 

wernal weight of Glary. Here is an clegant Antithelis, and a dou- 
dle Hyper hole beyond enghihing, For affliction, here is gory; 
for light afiiction, 2 weight of glory ; for momentany affliction , 
exernal glory. But then thoſe words added, wo" VahGrals of; 4+ 
Sul we ery remarkeable, An exceeding , excelfive , or a for 
more excellent , will make the erernal weaght of glory a juſt ob- 

} of cur largeſt admirarions to all ererruty. 

2. As for thoſe who xe afraid to choote the precious wajes of 
Cond, becuuſe of the grievous affictions which have been menti- 
oned, and choſe the waie: of fit eo prevent troubles, they do 28 
foolihly x: they , who run inco rhe fire — to ne burn- 
ing, whch is inpoſhible. To undeceave then, Iiball at this wie 
preopaune 


- 


_— —_— 


May's Cheine, 


— 


j ropaund only t heie few Confleranons. 
Firſt, Choadſe what way theu wile, menrdes 
cant, thou ſhale -—ge0 with alfactors, Ecoleſeg.2, 
things coned alter all. There is we woes others - 
wicked, ts the good, and ts the clean, and ts che unclean, i» hea thas [4 
rifcah and 18 rw that ſacr) froeth nov. II fan 
he that ſmearech,as be that frarerh an Oar Look abroad in the world: 
What afochnns can be named, that are not found in the Taber. 
NE CC og > 
Ate there not poor finners, as wel as , bk unbebe- 
vers, as well as t&ck betzrvers ? prod prof rw hr 


as pervene , ant bearr us the chu of 
Gods elect ? Job 5.7. Alan bir ts wendle it the ark! fly wh 
ward, As it is naznent bor che ſparks 10 Gpupmend, Xu nu. 


ral for every finful man w come A Ob nets oe ; 


lery. 
Serond/y, Begore affliiczems come, na_—_ hve more cauſe 

to ſear they mall come upon —>v- un de goety, 

in tas Word cnt on 

— 


becauſe God 
_—_ 
ts. ard babehnmiades 


as We may read at ;— Ag Colfee 
Sifer robledſe the facie of the bodies os | nmy vis, 

threatneth to curſe che fauir of the haches of rhe wicked. 7.5. Te 
bleſſe che backer and Gore of his. people. v.19, To curſe the bas- 
ket and lore of his adverſanes. v7. - to deliver his 


that can h 
{, eaking $ 
cofortable declarations of Gods favour to his dear ones, we ſor 
; by, pr rg er in their etares, pole- 
rity, and by cruel adverſaries. To this 1 anſwer ; Theſe 
renporal iſes arecnnditional, but withal I muſt further 2&6, 
The of Goddo, and have cauſe cordially to 2pprore thoſe 
ILIONE, 

The only Conditions are chefe two, 

I, Godwil wouchſafe all forts of remporal bleſſings privative, 
and poave to his geople, unlefle it be more for bis own Glory to 


ceny 


=| 
| 
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way 
them, Jeb 1.21, God hah groen, and God hath t 
en EIT ame of the Lard. - 
I% The other condition is, God will give ſuch or ſuch al 
| to his dear people, unledſe himſelf, who is beft 
judge, ſce it moit for their real advantage to wane then. So the 
TE ES CET 
ay. They may be wit many t ” in finct- 
nm lon born herb Now this 
of God may charuebly be ſuppoſed in cool 
renced , nay, thankful for ſuch aficu 


by gore tangy in themveive, although Dn — 
removed from them, Ab.1 2.10. One of the 
ments he uſerh to comfort the poly Hate ander ing ve 
vdences, was that — 
them far their profir,, that they maghe de parrakers of his holineſs. 
Wharſocever is for cur , be it never {© butter, oughr to be en- 
tertained with thankfulneſſe, noe ſullennefle. Bur now it may be 
plexded alſo in reference to the > whites that noewithſlanding all 
the threatmnings in the Bible, abundance of 1 5  —— 
free from many of thoſe evils befoce-naTed all their daies 

S » this 1 anſwer ro rhings. 

They are deeply incebced ro God for his rich long ſuffering 
— them, Kone. 9.2t. God ondures with much wake the 
ook wrath fered ro deffrnttian. 

hey hae mn cauſe when all their accouncs are rightly c:ſl 

ap, bolt of their exemption. The lefſe they hve hi- 

to, the more is behind ; their preſervation from lefler pre- 

lent, are reſervations to greater furure gu_ 3 Pet. 2.9. The 
Lar 


Mary's Choice. 


Heb, 1x. T. 


Mile we ;, bu 
ſeca mute wn 


acorn Par 


cas, AngaT. 


Kev. 43.19. 


Lord kyewnth bes ts delve the righteous, 4rd 16 reſerve the wichsd 16 


the ts be proenihed. Orrgen \n 5 bom in Exod. 0 .quo- 
whoredun, expreieth hiafeif thus, 57 wdignanris Dei rerribrlem 


voce andire, &&c. Wilt thou here the terribye voce of 2 provoed 
God ? You (hall be vichou chattiement for a ih nony whit you 
are baſtards,not ſors. W hen was jernſs/ems condition lo dety cre, 
u non Gan (in, Aly fory | from thee, 1 null be qoet, 
and ne more » Eac.16.4%. Fours Damene, freri, ned Lachey, 
thrige Look lend erenan fare mpronely co grnies fun, 
I am willing to bear leiler, ary yes —__—_ Arr - 
nard cals it anſericordians rapes indegnayiong , a mctt cru- 
el and killing currche. = accounted it a gren favour ta ſorry 
man, that God accquns bum worth melting, atbough u be every 
marning, and tying , though ic be every moment , Job 7. 


18. 

ks , When the ſame kind and meaſure of ourward evils do 
the godly and » the candiczan of the Locds per 
pleis y more ble as in many ather reſpetts, io 
more eminently in theſe theoe, uf we can{wder, 

2, The meakue, 


their tergyh'es. 
3. The ifluc, 


1, What moves God to aft his ? | 
I anſwer, the ſame precicus love, whick moved tim to beſirev 
Chriſt them to ſave them from wrath to come, Heb. 


Jeſs | 

1:6, For the Lord lover, be yuh EnSnngd cXgy 
for whom be recerveth. «7. If yu entree, od dew/erb 
with you as with ſans. So that it is nos common, but Fatherly love 
which moves God ro affict his children. But if the Queſhon be, 
Why doth God aiFict wicked ones ? another anſwer muſt be gi- 
ven, w wis, becauſe he beares ill will co then, Zeack.11.8, Ay 
ſoul loarbed them, and their (ol abborred me. Mark whas. folloores 
upon Gods abborring then, vii, Then ſad 1, I will 
tha tha dinh, Ini die; and tha tha its be mr ef, 
; and let the rot eas entry ne the fiſh of anccher. What 
w bring poverty upon nn Cat Ges 


1, The monve, 


ner fred you, 
kn tr been 
moves 
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hares them, and cares not they ſtarve. Why doch God 


ſend abundance of vexations ito their Families ? becauſe God ab- 
tris chem, and grudges them Family-comfores ! Wherefore doch 
be ſmice chem mth he loachs them, and © vakues 


nor their lives They may ce, and dtop into hell as ſuddenly xs 
may be, it ſhall be no crouble unto his heart : Here we foe a molt 
remarkable difference berween thole who chuſe the waies of God, 
and thoſe whochooſe the waies of fin, folw 18.11. The cap that 
my Farber groeth ne ſhall ] not drink it ? This cup was the mot bir- 
ter cup that cver was, of ſhall bemingled ; yer the love of a Fx- 
cher did ſufhciencly ſweeren it : Bur the hatred of God doch 
much more inbacrer the affactions of the wicked, which are of 
themſetves very bucrer. 
2. As to the meaſure of the affictions of the godly and , 
there is likewiſe a very wide difference, Jer.30.10, Col bk 7 
cob non fext, or be v.11, The ceaſon that is rendered, is 
this, I wilt correct rheo m meaſure. Ef.27 8, I the day of bit 
tab -rrnd, be will Hay bus rough wad. hough God for his own 
Glory, and his peoples great good in boch worlds, ofren tries his 
people to the tap of their h, yet he never did, or will 
any of them above cher 1 Cor i0.ty. Gedwil w 
fer you 14 be tanageed abmoe that you ave able, bas nf wh the 
alſo may 4 way is that y+ wa be able 6 ear is. Vis is won 
is to the of God, but # forthe wicked, 
God rakes no fark care about « If God t any time ſuffer 
the 1 25 it were cofcramble from under che wen lone heavy 
affiictzon ; before they have well b eath'd the Cods angry 
hand laies a hervier berden on them, that they carmor fared under 
it , buc muſtuncrly fink. God devies with wicked menin this 
cate, 25 enenies in war do ; when one ener y hirh firickers ano- 
ther down tr» the ground, for the preſent be hes "the x dead man, 
md (ir nacher hand nor fory, ———C if afrer- 
wards be by, and obſerve the text flirn hfr«up his 
arm i 4 gt tm th an hwder blow, nd oh him, he will 
make hin the he (hall never fir more: So when God hath 
made 2 2reur bre nb i on (he efare, herieh, oc o« her comforts 
of the wicked, for the preſenc they are cait doon, bur after 2 while 
Cod obſerves they can make 2 ſorry ſhaft to live under thoſe firoaks, 
then God lifts up hus angry oxen =. x an — 
r them 


Mary i Chevce, 


them that rhey never joy more in any worldly comfort, This is no- 
tably illuftrared by a fmilicade rhe Ann ieth, Amer 5, 
ing of che wicked in rune o& atficaons, v. 18, be faith, 

of the Lerd to them #« darihneſſe, and wat light, not the leaſt mix. 
cure of mercy, wry. ig. 115 as if ane flee from 4 Lyon, and a Bear 
did ment bums, or went ines the beaſe 1s lean an the wall, and a ſerpen 
bu biw : Here we ee the laſt affliction the worſt, Dee. 28. 20, 


The Lerd ond wpon thee cur » VAXAt09, and robwbs w all chat 
he fender ee to ds, thew be and (nll thaw per fb 


a. þ prague rar apr. 


. The difference between the affitions of the godly and un- 
y in the iſſue is as remarkable as any of the former ditferences. 


| or elſe to pro- 
them, and infallible detive. 
y Mary in the Text chooſe 
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a wicked perſon will fall object pra met 
not ſo comfortable as hart been ; becauſe rhey ſee a 
who are reputed the holy ones of God, Lb np as they can 
diſcern) very ſadly and uncomforrably,from one years end to ano- 
thet ; And many that walk in ocher ways, ſeem as pleaſant and 
at a'l rimes a5 any ou earth. Now becauſe eye Argument 
from the Topack of oh ſenſual unbelievers, more 
chen'ten arguments from the T of Faith ; It will be ne+ 
boy 6 to ſpeak ſfomerhing for rhe Anſwer of this Objection, 
here ace rwo hes of the Qbjection which mult be 
Sllintly an anſwered. 
The Futt is this; Many Godly ones ſeen ſad,therefore ſure 
the ways of (red they 1 alk in are not pleatanc. o which 1 Anſwer, 
I. It muſt not be demed ( oh that it CES bur 
that ſome, yea too many precous of God wrong them- 
ſelves very much, _ diſgrace the excellent wayes of God 
by their uncomforrible walking un than forge of then de- 
ſerve much tender pitry , becauſe of the fad deſertions they 
are under, and the many fearful rempeations they are haunted 
wichſrom ume to time ; but as for others of them ( were I now 
arleifure ) it would be 2 very neceiſary ofhce of love to reprove 
them ſharply for taking the devils part againſt themſelves, and (© 
often 12'lying rogerher their roured uncomfortable objections 2- 
their own 1incer edt in the ſure mercies of David : Bur ſure 
they mutt take anceher, and berter courſe, before their baſoms be 
filled wich che unſj eakable, and gforious joy of the Goſpe!. _ 
this being granted, this argues not at all the 
Gods wayes, but onely the failings of fone that walk _—_ 
And itis the perſetion of baſeneſle for any from hence to take oc- 
cahon to reproxch the good ways of God, the Doctrine that | 18 2C= 
cording yo Godlinefle, firictly requires all G ended roman nr yen that 
wpon very ſufficient grounds, as grounds,as you have heard, 
= tp em the King of Glory, 
heirs of the Kingdom of Glory, < King irs mnt 
they diſcern chevy immediarely, and everlaſtingly to ag 
ranihing joy ) to rezoyee confancly and 2 
Aroxes in t Lard alway, and 1 ſay, aq 
non here uſed to prefſe the dury I Ons 
ſpurituall rejoycing, and — 
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ex further incimares the ©: gratcfulneſs of it ro od when 
Far it ws in this  Seretſed by God xax ang to 

the manner of men, when we ſend a chud or tervane ro any 

for the diſpatch of buſineſics ; we tell them this, and the 


other bulineſie mult be but then ſome one ipal c 
on whuch our 15 (er, we {ingle oc, deck chm, they = 
be ſure, what ever is to be mundful of that x i 
God would have Choſtuns pray, mourn, and do other bo'y dunes, 
bur he uſerh no ſuch exprethons about chem, pray, ys 
ty ye VIS HIT Opn. 1 a Af arn 70 
he performance of this duty ws very much accord 
— God. Ne name but one more which 
OE Pla. 13.11. Be 
OS LOT NPR Je Inn, an for joy all ye that ave mp 
rghe is beat, Froq theſe we may cearly, and 
- put three things , 40 SER 
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3. ror pier une rapes 
rezoyce , for fo it is 
wpright un heart ; He doth not oo 


»but all ye that ave wproehe bh 


manyf 
= — — RDU For ſo much is im- 
rliedin thoſe words hereules, Shows for joy. Shouting is an cut- 


ware yye of imwved ang exerting + fuch 2s is the joy of har- 
and of thoſe who diwade the the ſpoil, which are the greaceft 

y es, and co chem fpiciewall joys ave compered, Iſa. 9. 
whe and villaines are they , who dare call 
pn gn hr arenen 

dajetied,; Oh fay they, furk preciſe Mirv (ter huh made 


pL OE hs my wife, or child, 
in.) ta adrian foes Jo nay Now if thee 12h cenurers 


 ————_——_ a" 


5 a IMO LY 55 ESD 6 == Ww = * ae *" 


_ TS 7 


71% © 


METER NT 


yy Mary's Cheies. 


Mm 


45 


would will chem, It is noe the fault of any of thoie holy Dodtrines 
retuch Gods farhfull Marullers deliver, but becaule they fear they 
are not at all holy, or at leaſt not fo holy as they would be, and 
Gods holy doctrine requires they ſhould be ; and ſomtime« ic is, 
becauſe they hear of g ocious and t poniedges, which are 
the xortioa of Gods people, and they ſee io much and 
wnwe e in that they dare nut lay clairn to 
them, and © are tormented wpon thas le 5 0 Gr hings 
bang rightly contxdered, not the holy doctrine delivered by G 
ſachiul Man but the of mens bearts, and lives is 
the true cauſe of thence uncomfectableneſle. And © only the wiys of 
fun, and not the ways of Chrifh deſerve tobe branded for unpter- 
fant. But I exrnefily exbort als wicked onesthut he me, wo tike 
beed of ſuch groile muſtzkes, and being ſo greedy wo tzke up and 
were ſuch reproache« agaia(t. Grads giorious ways, God will cer- 
tainly reckon with wiczed ones for all theic hard ſpeeches aganit 
him , and then theſe aft vie, and abborred words canncc be for- 
Il. Many of the people of God are thought very (xlvhen chey 
we foll of invard comjort. The py of Cliifthans is not 2 
ligke, Gocky, ſhy, pg/ing, face vacth, a+ the joy of the wicked 
is Smecarcils us, rave joy ( even fuck 4s he ws c &) 
i a very ſevere rhing : How inch more may ws be atlerted of 
the joy of Chriſhans / Becauſe wicked teailee the people of God 
grave and moruned in the countenance, as they ought tobe, 
ard not guraing and a5 themi ues xe, they preſent Ty cry 
out without caule ; lad Chrittians ! Ob wnplexant ways of 
God ! But Solomes teils us, that theie firangers ro Cods ways are 


heart hrowes is oa butarnaſe, and + ranger doth wt icormeddle 
por Ye-pn The wicked know not wn what buterneie the peo- 
ple of God are foretumer, o as to jatty them, nor yer how ex- 
cee ingly joyful are at other riTes, (© as t to be pro 
voked ty get into that enmfortable eftare wherein hve to 
+ Further, ſuppoſe thou feeft them aiten weeping ones 
times they may weep for joy, ngt for ſorrow, and bicrernefſe of 
het ; pd at other times the cauſe may be noc the unplerianinets 
the ways of God in = hich themſelves waik ; bur che wicked 
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make them to abound with tears, as holy David did, Pſd. 119. 
136; Rivers of tears ran down anne eyes, becauſe they krey noe thy 
Las. 
11. Becauſe wicked men ate cattied fo much by ſence ( bleſſed 
be God for it) we have we ot their mouthes from whar 
they may fee gnd-hear, if will bur' oſerve, and remember 
what they may itt this kind ; But here their baſcnedſe is £ 
ly and notoniouſly diſcovered ; For they will either not obſerve 
when they may, or elſe careleſly forger ſuch uſeful obſervarions, 
and inſiſt conerary examples. 1 cannoe more fitly 
hentheetrtitedntb wen , then to ſuch ( as all the world 
cries out of) who are" idle who when they come into 
Tradeſmens ſhops, __ wares, ſome is 
accordingly ſhewed to them, faulr preſently, offer is 
made to ſhew them berrer wares, bur fin = fp 
ſee them, which diſcovers plainly cheir ill my who came onely 
to trouble orhers by caviling, not to buy any thing for their own 
uſe ; Tis proporti ſo in this bufinefſe, wicked men pretend a 
cCelire of entring into Gods ways, bur that they diſlike the uncom- 
fortable behaviour of ſome who walk in chem. we of- 
fer to ſhew them more comfortable Chriſtians ; bur all chis will 
not prevail ro win them to the wayes of God; which is an 
rent figne, that nor the pretended uncomfortableneſſe of 
Chrifhans, bur their own habitual enmiry againſt God, and his 
ways is the true cauſe-of their not embracing them, Kew. 8.7. 
Becauſe the carnal mind # enmity againſt God, for it 11 not abjeft ro the 
Law of God, neither indeed can be. Now for the of what is 
here afſerred, That there are many (the Lord increaſe their num- 
ber daily) who walk in Gods wayes with much more comfort un- 
der all occurrences, then any other perſons whatever : if wicked 
ones will but diligently obſerve their own families, and the fami- 
lies of ochers, they would ſee clearly ; That many ſmall loſſes, and 
croſſes which put them into their their godly relations and 
bear with much of ſpirit, and reall con- 
rencation under the righteous hand of God ; and do live much 
more chearfullyin an afflicted eftare, then they do in 2 flouriſhing 
and outwardly proſperous eſtate. They are like Paw, 2 Cor. 7.4. 
not only joyful,bur exceeding joyful in all their rribulations, which 
many times wicked men are not, in the greateſt on 
ney 
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they are capable of. So that I may ſay to wicked men, by way of 
allution to Paws words to King Agrpe, AH. 26. 27. Do you 
believe theſe things / 1 know you do, gc at leaft have cauſe enough 
to believe them. 

The Second branch of the Objeftion was, the obſervation of 
many who walk not in Gods holy and firict wayes, to be alwaies 
very pleaſant and merry, and therefoce their ways are rather to be 
choſen then Cods - © | 

Beſides what hath alrcady delivered ( which ſome would 
think abundancly ſufficient to confound this cavil ) 1 (hall adde 
Four Confiderations more, endeavouring ( if God be to 
bleſle them ) to make wicked ones aſhamed and of ufing 
this plex any more. 

1, They are moſt joys. Eccl.2.2. 1 ſaid of langhrer ye 
1 mad and of mirth death it ! It may be truly ath ot all the 
joy of the wicked, it is no better then madnefle. You ſhall come 
into ſome places, where yay meet with thoſe they call naturals, and 
if you never ſaw, or heard of them before, their excefiive laugh- 
cer will preſently diſcover them ; every word that is ſpoken, and 
almoſt every ſtraw that is flicred purs them inco a fit of er, as 
if _—_—_ the merryelt perſcns in the whole country ; bur their 
friends who fit and hear it, A their pale faces , and ſhed 
many a birter tear,under this fad prowidence,& would much rather 
have been childlefle ( if God had fo pleaſed ) then call fuch a 
ſon 2r daughter ; They know there is no cauſe for ſuch excefſive 
joy, it proceeds wholly from their natural difle: ; So a great 
many wicked men, hke a company of mad men, (hour and 
reve', as if nonein the world ſo merry as they, in the mean time 
their godly Relations, who know their joys to be wholly ground- 
leſſe, and proceeding from a { irituall phrenfie, weep abundancly 
in ſecr& io ſee then le wing and dancing as it were the very 
barders of the burning lake. God who underſtands thei conditi- 
on better then themnſcives, rells chem ( if they dare believe him , 
and wo to them if they do nor) that they have more cauſe to weep: 
Tame: 5.1. Go to, nome rich men, weey and how! for the miſeries that 
[hall come gen yew, (and who beſides God knows how ſoon ) wick- 
ed ones {ive every moment under all the heavy, and dreadful curſes 
that are Wrirten in Gods bleſſed Book. So that for my parr, 1 
Pals jaigerhocendrignet many mera boyeit, Uelilr hangings 
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were turned into roaring, and out of a ſenſe of their preſent 
finful and dangerous eftare, they cried _ all companies under 
the. unpreſſhons of Gods terrours upon then, as the jaylor, Sir; 
what mnſt 1 do to be ſaved! A through ſence of a preſent bad con- 
Co ONLY hit neceſſary fieps to a future cou- 

10. 

2. They are grudged comfores. Godly Solowen wiſely adviſerh, 
Prov. 23.6. Eat not the bread of him tha hath an exnl eye, neuher de- 
fire thou bis daunieſt mears, If it be uncomfortable © partake of 
che delicates of a Muck-worm's fealt, who grudgerh what is eacen 
by his gueſts, how much more may wicked men be unwilling to 
\ Pater tb + 1 gy pn eng woo re) not 4 
iq churliſh gripple clown, but a gracious, and a bounnfull God would 
not have chem robe ſo much delighred with. God feemerh to 

every wicked man every comfortable ſmile he hath while 
he remaines Chrilileſle. Hof. 9. 1. Rejeyce not as other people, was 
Gods language by the Prophet, to rhe gnconverred ones to whom 
hewrote, and ſure he meanc as he ſpake. O ye ignorant ſors, 
that under gray haizes underſtand” not ſo much of the principles of 
Rehgion as a well carechiſed child of ſeven or eight years old, O 
ye blaſ,bemous —_ foviniſh drunkards, devil-like lyars, iaz- 
pudent whores, proud Jezabelr, greedy Mammoniſts, hypocritical 
[! Fudaſer, and all are ones of what rank ſoever, in the ruffe 
if of your carnall jollines, remember and ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
i Propher, and proceed in thoſe abhorred jollities if 


3. All the joys of the wicked are bur fiolen waters ; Tis fad, 
yea very {ad iwing, when a child, or ſervant dwelling in fone un- 
coward family cannot | of bread to eat,or any ocher 
food, but by flextth, when the parents or maſter is in bed and faſt 
| aſleep; Tis ſo with all wicked —— — — 
| | were their Conſciences not aſleep for the preſent,ve might almoſt 

as well ſeek,and find joy in hell, as in cher boſons. You that read 
the a_ Francis Spira, that will rel! you ennugh ro convince 
you of the urter inconi:fiency of carnal jollicy with an avakned and 
roaring Conſcience : Some of his words were theſe ; Ferily De- 
ſporarron vs hell it ſelf : I accmont my Pa eftare worſe, then if my 
Tubfomaatfiemay led nov enk dar, and therefore 1 rather 
define to be there, then thus to live in my bedy,. And nb wicked gan in 
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the world can be certain that his Conſcience which hath Nepe thir« 
ty or f years, will ſleep one hour, or moment r; andif 
it awake, o/rr if chou canit ; rhy rune and tone then will be 
ncthing but helluſh weep yelling ; let thy companions 
which tormerly were moſt to thee come in preſence,then 
in ſtead of delighting in chem, thou wilt be ready to fy in their 
faces, and to tear cur their throats for drawing thee inco choſe fins, 
which hive brought ſuch an hell inco thy wotul Conſcience, Ger. 
4. 7. We have the Lords words re Cam, If then derſt net well, fin 
lies at the door , there tin in reſpect of the clamour of gale in a fin- 
ners conſcience, is compared io a ferce maſtiffe, or ban-deg , 
which lies ar ſome door, which while it 18 aſleep, any _ 
man or child may quecly go 'in and out the doors ; bur when « 
_—_—_— the (tourett man come near at his utmoſt peril, he 
loudly , and flies greedily at = OY COS OD 


him down, in ſpite of the ficurett refiſtance he canpolſily make. pegs ſuat 
Now this, and worſe is the caſe of every chriftleſſe creature, his — fag 
Conſaence will —_— erclong awake, that is intimaced, becauſe #44, Tertul, 


- 


know the noiſe of paſſengers in and out,will noe ſuffer 2 dog to 
long at a Hor, then if it were poſſible every wicked man 
would run from humſelf, alrhrugh it were inc the midſt of roari 
gn gy Bears, when robbed of their whelps, or ugly 
frighefull devils. God then terrifies them with dreams, throws 
handfuls of hell fire in their faces, An awakned conſcience, as 
A e ſpexketh, umerpellat cogitantom excuat, dermientems,, \nter- 
rupts the inner while he is thinking of other hinge, and awakens 
him out of his ſleep by ringing that doleful peal in his ears, thit 
makes him flare flare, Yew muſer in jwdicuoms,, Come thou 
wretch and receive thy pudgenen. fox all theſe baſe and God-pro- 
voking abominations. j 
4. To nane no more at this time. All the joye* of the wicked 
are very coftly, yea over coltly joyes, We ſay of the beit gold, ir 
may be bought to dear ; ris certainly ſo in referrence to all che 
comforts of the wicked in finful waies : ler then be fancied tobe 
never ſo fweer, I am ſure their price is to9 grem. The loſe of 
heavens unconcaivable joyes, and the ſence of hels uninginable 
miſeries ro all erernity, 15 the price of the ſorry, ſenſual!, bruitiſh 
ighes in this 1 : berween the mage y = is > 
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is finice, There can be no 10n : There is no queſtion, bur 
many wicked men dream dreams, as if they mighe merci- 
ly dance all their dayes atter the Devils pipe, and tup *1ch Chriſt 
in glory. Bur the conceat 15 fo that the very naming of ic 
leems a ſufficient confuration : "Tmuſt now in Gods name exe 
ne{Uy beſcech wicked ones wel to weigh the words of his dear Son, 
recorded Lake 6. 25 4% be to you that now Je [hail mourn and 
weep, One would rhink, that it Chrilt had onely ſaid mourn, or 
weep, it had been ſufticient, bur he (ich, avoars and weep, that is 
abundantly mourn, and mourn, and & nothing elſe but mourn. 
A wicked mans joy is like a book fairly bound, which when it is 
opened is full of nothing bur mournful Tragedcies:But this is nox all; 
becauſe the Scriprure is 11s own belt interpreter, I muſt by warranc 
of another Scripture cell wicked men,thar at the rime of execution 
of Gods fearfull venge ince upon them, he will jon the me 1- 
ſure of his flaming wrath chen, co the meaſure of cheir finful jol- 
liries, in che dayes of their provocation, Rev. 18, 7. God els 
us how he will deal with wicked Balan, and conſequently wich 
all ocher Chriſtleſſe knners in the day of tus wrath ; how much ſhe 
hath glorified her ſe'f, and lived icoully, fo much rorment, 
and {orro-v give her ; For the ſaich in her heart, 7 ſt as 4 Doren 
and (hall ſee no ſorrow ; When God ſhall reckon with men in the 0- 
cher world, how unconceivably fearfull above ochers will cheir 
condition be, who while chey lived here, being as the Azolt'c 
ſpeaks, lovers of pleaſurer more then lover: of God, fpent all 
Ghar 

and 


nme { which ſhould have been employed in ſerving 
glorifying God, in examining their decerrfull hearts, weeping 
over Their rebetlions aint God, praying fervently for the n——_ 
of them, aud power againſt chem ) in bowling, and hunting, 
hwking,or which 15 worte,unlawfully gamungammoce-ace! werink 
ing, whoring, and the like proJigious practiſes, and the more 
finful mirth any day, the better they char ime robe ſpent ; 
Bur when God ſhall ſay to them in che day of his wrath accorcing 
to his own wards above mentioned, fo mvch as theſe wicked xe:- 
ſons have lived Celicicuſly, fo much ſorrow and rorment ſhall be 
given cothen; Oh then when it is too late wicked ones may wiſh, 
Oh thar 1 had never been in any ſuch merry all my daiex, 
If I had been lefſe jo-ful, then ſhould I have been Tucrable 
© all crernicy ; the pleaſures of (in were but for a ſhort terfon, rhy 
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vengeance will be erernal. Oh moſt woful purchaſe made by a wil- 
ful (elf<onceited,and ſelf-deluded (inner, that would take no warn- 
ings, either from the Preachers in their Pulpits, or Conſcience the 
Preacher in their bolo-ms, The good Leod grams chit theſe and 
the like Conhderations take off ſoine poor foules from 
their greedineſſe after the I cup of fiveert poyſon. 

Thus for the explication, confirmation, and non of the 
Doctnne. 

The fourth and laſt thing promiſed is the Application of it. 


Wſe 1. Of Information. 

This being fo, as we have heard, That the Choice of che truly 
godly perſon 15 unquellionably, and incomparably the belt chnice 
which can be made : Many things might be collected by way of 
Information. 1 ſhall note onely one. 


ms Pa are informed that the truly y perſons areun- 
queſt: = —__ perſons in the world, becauſe their choice 
is the beſt choice : For in noching more clearly doch the witlom 


or folly of men, and women appear, then in the choices which are 
made by then. A good Choice argues wiſdom, and a bad one 
folly. And therefoce God when as he doch uſually brand wicked 
ones, (who are fondly conceuted of themſelves, as if they were 
the onely wiſe perſons in the world ) withrthe mark offolly, uſerh 
ſuch an Argument as is taken fron their bad choice to prove it, 
Prov. 1.0. How long ye ſimple mer will ye love famplicity, and ye 
ſeorner: delight in [corneng, and foods hate ewnaledge. Amongit other 
Arguments, God uſerh to prove theſe wicket ones to be fools, and 
hmple ones, this is one, Yer. 29. _ 4:d ws chan(e the frar of the 
Lard. To preſe:re counters above gold, pebbies above pexrls, can 
proceed from nothing but childilh ignocance, and notorious firm 
plicity : And yet ſo bad, or rather much worſe is their choice, who 
prefer carnall conforrs before {arirual, and re rporal before erer- 
nal b'effings, as all the wicked ones in the world do. Wicked 
ones think the Lords people a company of billy perſons , 
becauſe they raw nor with thews 1s the ſame exceſſe of rue : but 
the Lords people know chit they »re quiley of che grearett folly 
inaginible, a* God ( wh» is beſt abſero judge) bub often 

dated in his Word. On the 5 her hand, the one'y wiſe God 
eals all godly ones the children of wildore, Mathew, 11, Pe 
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And ſecing the wiſfome of Heaven pronounceth them wiſe, rhey 
need not regard the contrary judgement of the worlds profane 
and proud ſors, who ate as biin4 as beetles in Gods matters , al- 
though exgle<y'd in worldl y aftairs, 

It the Lodly perſons choice be the beſt ; Ler the confideration 
of this Doctrine prevail with us to make cali enquiry , whe 
cher we have made this choice as yet, or not? This enal aught 
be managed by prox ounding to aur ſelves ſuch Quetlions as are 
ſuitable to the al branches of che deſcription of che Godly 
mans choice, mentioned in the explication of the Doctnne ; as 


namely, 

1, Whether God hath wrought a great change in us by the infu- 
fron of tural and ipecial Grace. 

2. What reſpet our ſouls bezr rothe Ordinances of Grace, and 
in ſeveral other particulars : _  — them, I will briefly 
touch upon this one other general Nete. 

If we have choſen God, and the waies of God, it will infalli- 
det es which we take both in hunſelf and then; 
for whatſnever 1s by us is ever dehightful to us. Pſe. 11g. 
30, compared with vy. 35. Now this delight maniteits it felf after 
= he of God withour de- 

1, By our ing in the precious Waies wi 
lay ; $0 it was wink aty Doved, Plal. 119. 30. / have choſen the 
way of rrath ; how did that appear ? Y. 60. 1 made hafle, and de 
layed net 16 beep thy Commandments, By thas note of tal, it ap» 
pears thoſe that put off God and his work (as molt do) from one 
week, moneth , nay, year unto another, have no de-1ght in the 
waies of God, and conſequently have ngt made .be choice of the 
Text, 

We do not hear men ſay, and tell Gnd, that they will not at 
all believe in Chrilt, repent of their fins, and yield obedience to 
tas boly Commandments ; but they have no mind to ſer upon 
theſe and ocher {ritual duties preſencly. Sore thing or ther 
fall comes in the way to cauſe altination : Sone 
bargain muſt be carrieth: Ce recrention mult be 
ſome gract'eſie company att ſome luſt ſ>rished,before they 
_ 00 rp ppt Such a de'uded finner 
is ſpoken of, Afarth. 21,28, 20, Sm, Go ts day wn wy 
F anejards, This is Gods voice wo all ther hone ken rand hg 
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and elſewhere ſpeaking of ſuch, faith , Semper witter,, t are 
21 wes - = 1 my Arc but never begin. So p in 
his cime made a like Obſervation, Meds, & mods, non habent mer 
dan : the heurtlefſe eſſays and hypocritical purpoſes of fuch fin- 
ners come to nothing. How many when they are fick, and fear 
death, and ſo can enjoy the nches of the world , delights of the 
fleſh, and pleaſures ef fin no longer, comple nent with God, and 
as if they were raviſhed withthe bemury of his waies, make libe- 
rall promiſes, as if for rineto come, they would never walk in 
any other paths bur (ods ; bur, als, common experience makes 
ic evidene (if God fpare them } that they were no wue-heured 
Chrittians, bur as the Apotle ipeikr, 2 Per. 2. 22, Deg remrn- 
ing ts their vomit. A dog that loves (tinking catrion above ocher 
things, ye when the over hi: bead, foche wreth : So when 
the King of rerrovrs flands over theie perſons, they keep out- 
wardly at a diſtance from fin ; but afterwards they are fo much the 
more greey of wicked company, and waes,becaule of their for- 
mer re{traine. 


We we not ſo zpr to be weary of thoſe _ wherein we de» 7,7 + 
t 


ight as in other things. Tae acarnal man that is addicted to 
ting, hewill run many mules in a diy, chat a firanger , who 
obſerves it, wonders, he 1« able after fo much travel to hand up- 
on his leg*,that he doch nor preſently drop down upon the ground 
like 2 fancing man : Ler the ſame man be required t5 go one 
quarrer of the my the place of Gods worſhip, he will cell you 
"xs ut for him to walk balt fo far, his (irengrth will not bear 
it, -nd God will have mercy, and noe facrifice. Now the reaſon 
of this difference i« clearly this, his delight in Hunting prevencs 
his wearineſſe in chat exerciſe, bur his wine of delight in Gods 
worſhip, cauſerh his wearinefſe in a far lefler walk, I might erfi- 
ly mulnply ant inftances of the unweried diligence of thoſe 
Who have Kota che wales of God. Davids example it very con- 
Ede ab'e to this purpoſe, Pſal. 119. 147. / prevented the nk 

of the morning, and cryed, "1 55+ 17. Evemng , and morning 
. « 
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at moon will [ 41, and cry aloud, and be ſhall hear my voice. Plalm 
119.62. At avidnight will 7 ariſe, and give thanks, This good 
man, who had choſen and delghred in Gods waies, is at Gods 
work carly and late, and the day will not ſerve his turn, but at 
midnight he awakes for the worſhip of God ; but now on the 0- 
ther 1:de, many who are angry, if you do not admire them for rare 
Chrnſtans, _ may be ſaid of them as the Prophet Eſay expre(- 
ſeth in another caſe, E/. 3.9. The fhew of their cummmance dath 
witneſſe againſt them. 1 heir faces are fo different in different pla- 
ces, 25 if they were not the ſame men : in their own houſes, and in 
their Marker-places, and Fairs, they lrok as cheerfully, and as con- 
cencedly, as any in the world : in Gods houſe where his 
holy Ordinances are attended, they look fo drowzily, and fo dif- 
contentedly, and ſadly, as if they were a company of fick or dying 
men. Thus was the cemper of thoſe finners mentioned, Aſa/. 1. 
13. who cryed out againſt the worſhip of God : Behold, what 4 
wearineſſe ut ut, and ſnuffed atit: No day with then fo long 
as the Sabbath, no hours ſo long as choſe that are ſpent in the ſer- 
vicenf God. Thas accurſcd ſpurit was in thoſe we read of , Amer 
8. 5. ler will the Sabbath be over, that we may ſet forth wheat, 
& 


C 

What is done with delight, is done very frequently. The Swi- 
niſh Drunkard doth not ſaurvhe himſelf once or ewice in a year to go 
to the Ale-houſe, but becauſe he delighrerh in drunken company , 
he goerh often to ſuch place: . The unclean perſon doth not con- 
rent hirſe'f ro walk once or rice in a year to a Whore-houle ; 
but his Afandey, Taeſday, 1 had almolt ſaid, has __— walk 


15 rorwvards the Whores corner. Tis ry. wn y in ſpunicual 
matrers, Aﬀal. 1,16. They that feared the Lard ſpate often one to 
anrher. The Sings Celight in murual Conferences, and manifeſt 
their Celight by being frequent in their cor: munion one with ano- 
ther. devetion of one, who harh chrſen the waies of God, 
i« not like the concition of one that hath an Ague, forenmes 
fk, md foretires well ; one day for God, and ancther for the 
world, and the Devil. David who delighred in the whies of 
God, could foy with yr—_ _— the Seucher of heurs, 
Pal. 119, 10. Ay foal breaheth for i wy it habits thy jadge- 
_ & al ens rp inceed the ne, F God wh alway 
the ſame, that which draws forth your delight at one rite, wy 


. __ 7 e_ cc — 
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be found to engage your hearts to them at all rites; theyare al- 
waies beautiful, and equally beauriful ; they are alwae: pleat 
to God, and means of precious communion with God. And 
thereſore v hoever ſeem religious only by fits and in certain good 
moods, as they call them, cannot gave good prof, that they de- 
light in the waies of God : nor can the foul of God delight in ſuch 
hypocrites. Hef. 6.4. We may obſerve Gods ciflike of fuch in- 
conttancy. Ephraim, What ſhall 1 ds wes thee ! Oh Judah, 
What ſhall I do wnee ther, for your goodneſs i 44 4 murnng clad , 
and as the rarly dew it paſſerh ana) 2 as if God had ſaid, Oh E- 
phraim, Oh {adeh, 1 know not what to do with you. Thy doing 
good only by firs, and gaod moods is juſtly abhorring to men, buc 
much more abomunable in the tight of God. What Father, or 
Matter can brook that fon or ſervant, thar will happily do ſome- 
thing that is required of them , but noe conftancly. Certainly 
ſuch as are no conftanc in the waies of God, delight not in them, 
and he cannot with honour accepe of ſuch unconſtane ſervices , 
wherein his Authonty 1s ſo palpably neglected and contemned. 
— is undertaken with delight, is carned on with reſolution, 
impati of non: Many a man froward enough in 
has "et will ſuffe: mſclf in many imaller things to be crotſed ; 
but if he be ed in his darling deſign, you may almoſt as ſafe- 
ly encounter a Bear robbed of her whelps. This1s evident in che 
of holy David. We read in Pad. 119. 30. He had cho- 
ſen way of truth, which was the way of God. F. 106. His 
relolunon to carry on that work of God 1 eminently expreſſed ; 
[ have ſworn, and will performs it , that 1 will keep thy righreons 
i, One that hath choſen the way of Cod, may by the 
nolence of ſome (trong cenpution , be juſtled out of the holy 
path for a ſhorr ſpace of time;bur when he can recover himſeiffrom 
that violence, he rerurns with as grear, yea greater zeal chen for- 
merly into Wiſdomes pleaſane waes : The fweereſt bait, nay, 
all che pleaſanc baits, char Saran can uſe ar onetime are noe bribe 
big enough to make the true Chrithian to forſake the waies of God, 
which he hach once choſen. Heb. 1 t .24. By faich Moſer, yohen he was 
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diſparcht ſome brief Nores of Trial, by which they who ate noc 
willing t© put 2 chear upon their fouls, may by the 


Cod make a rrue diſcovery of their choice, whether ic be or 


bad, Cafe, or damnable. 


If the chance of 


rably the belt choice whis | 
on us to take up a mott birrer Lamencation 
deration, that there are fo very few that m 


Ones be unquethonadly, and 
can be made. This 


Doetrine calls uy- 
this great Conts- 
this ce : The 


paucity of thoſe v ho make this chore will be readily acknowledg- 


ed by thoſe, who obſerve the behaviour of the 


greatett part of men 


and women, and compare the (ame with what hath been before 


as there 


touchang the diſcovery of 2 right choice. Nene 
< —_ ine waes, but manifett their 
nce of unanſwverable grounds for | 


ate 


an affe- 


con cowards them : Bur, alas, to that height of prejudice 4- 


gaintt Gods waer, are the generality of people 
ime them imoGods pleaſant wares, they are 


eo your faces, you invice them to cheir 


wildernefſe more delight might putt! 
true Parachſe of Chrifhaniry ; as if 
gavation of this folly 
they are whn 


pariful « 


which may 
>. The 

Well, I dare noc enter into this 
diſcourſe with thoſe words of the Propher, E<ub.rg. 


ſures. 


== 
14. This 


one, which this 
2. If this choice be the 
lay not to follow 
made 


the beret. 


[ful nches. 


3. The 


ine holds forth. 
, it carmot be made too Gon ; De- 
the counſel of this Exhocration, the ſooner it is 


nien, that if you 
ready to cell you 
; a5 if in the worlds 


y be expected, then in the 
Agp | 
then Common Grapes, And the 
when we conſider, whar 
hinder this 1 

h:ly reduced to theſe 3 heads : 


s; Omons and Garlick 
and 
rable choice : all 
t. The brurith 
honou?'s 
Held , bus 


ce, 1. Toaker 
the moſt exce!- 


I 


of 


Wſe 3. 


Prov. 3. 17. 


HoCſ 11.4, 


Arg. bs 
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a begin with the farit branch of the Exhortation,fo: the profling 


wacrect almoſt innumerable Arguments offer themſelves for us 
enforcement. For what is the icope of the whole Bible , but to 
take of men from thas baſe choice, which all naturally make, and 
to engage them ro make ſuch a choice, as Godly Afary in the Text 
made. 1 have leiſure only to hunt a very few Arguments tothes pur- 
poſe. And many of the molt cxcelient Arguments 1 mult for 
their largeneſle omar, as namely, the admirable plealantneiic of 
the waics of God, Prov. 3. 17. Her waits ave waits of pleaſaneneſſe, 
Oc. 2. The caiineſſe of the waics of God if compared with the 
worlds drudgery, and Satans fliwery in the waies of fin , Aſarh. 
11, 29, 30. But the explication, conhrmaticn, and vindication of 
theſe, and ſuch like Arguments from the cavils of graceleſſe rer- 
ſons, to whom they are the great Paradoxes in the world,would 
require rather a large Volumn then a ſmal part of a ftingle Sermon. 

ſhall cherefore rake up fore few other Argurrenes of quicker 
diſpatch: And one would think much might be ſaid in a few 
words, that may be very perſwaſwe for this chaice 1 have been 
{; caking of, Bur 1 remember the of one , who after his 
& wn ſeemed to think that the en of Gods Arguments 
to bring off from finto Chriſt, was fuch , that ſcarce any that 
conſidered them could withitand the h of them ; bur by 
much ſad expenence he afterwards found, that old Adaw was too 
hard for Melanttiton. However the great God, who can 
perſwade, deals with men as reaſonable creatures, and offers 
Arguments to move then to a compliance with himſelf, 1 hall 
therefore produce ſome few of his Arguments, praying, and boping 
for his bleſſing to make them cfectual. 

1, If God andthe thingy of God be not choſen by us, we (hall 
never enjoy hin, and then farewell all erve happineſic for ever. 
"Tis an ing wonder of mercafel concefcenton, that God at 
our firſt Crenion ſhou'd fo highly honour duſt and 2ſhes, 2s to 
afford them communion with tamaſelf, and therehy __ hap- 
;incfſc : bur afrer mankind had wilfully rumn'd the back 
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Heaven it ſelf could not furmiih them with an object more wor- 


thy of admiration ; And yet noewithitancing this molt wonder- moray bus 

ſull willingnefle of God to betiovy hamfelf upon the children of ———_ 
| nepands 

A ae Bal 

ſpree, 


men for their happineſle (for be himſelf hath no need of them ) 
et the Scripture giveth us clear affurance, that none (hall enjoy 
tx who are finally ſo gracelefie as not to choole hum. This was 
well obſerved by holy and learned Auftin long tince, Qui feeir te 
fone tt non [ervabut te ine te, He that mace thee without thee, will 
not ſlave thee without thee ; that 14, be will not force humiclf and 
ſalvation upon any in a lirange prouwgality aguntt their wills, 
Thus account we have given trom God hamfelf by the hand of Ss- 
lemon, Prov. 1. 26, 27, 25. God irethung of the certain and ferrs 
full deſolation of the wicked, now ithilanding their ſuppoſed car- 
nelt ſur for ſalvation, alledges this reaſon for it, w. 29. they did 
wet cheole the fear of the Lord ; and theretore (x4 they well defer- 
ved } God was refolved to withbold ſalvation from the 12, 
If wertake vp with any thang on this tide God, and the thing: 
of God in our choice, we are not ture , ui we were the grenett O- 
racies of worleiy wiidone that can be found on carth, to obram 
what we make choxce of. Art thou a fond adrrurer of a great © 
tiaze, and thereupon Colt bend all thy wit: © © rpaſſe it, 
ſparing no pains in the ſechang riches ; when thou” haft uſed rhy 
weno't chill and diligence to ger a great eftare, infpight of rhy 
heart thou mailt dye wn er Beggars buſh. This Selawen obſerved 
in his are (ond any wiſe man may make the like obſervation in 
our ne) Fearl 9. 1, Richer art ine abwaret ts men of wnderf and- 
ing. Deut. 5.15, ru God that greeth power ts where be pleaſe ts 
grr wealth, And u might be added by the wrranc of other Scri- 
prures, to keep ir, when they have goe it. Again , doth thy ſoul 
thi:ft zfter the frvour of great ones / without the help of God this 
cm never be compaſied by the greateſt wiidome and di.igence 
that any a" buzous perſon can potl:bly wie. Ecil. 9. Ht. Solomon 
tells wi, They favew it nor ts men of chill. They who are moſt 
thilful co caſcorer the renper, and accordingly ro hurmTnOUT thoſe 
whole favour oo of, are molt probable to obcain there 
favour, but be they never fo «kilful, they often rifle their mark. 
Pld. 75. Promogon comerh nexther from the Eatt, nor from the 
Welt, nor fron the Hurh ; but God is the Judge, he purrerh 
down cne , and ferterh > A—_— The heirs of all ace in 
3 Gods 


——— 


Art. 
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Gods hands, and it is he alone that can incline then towards us, 
0; curn them from us. Now what hith been {ad concerning mans 
inability ro obrain worldly weilt h, or favour, may as truly be afler. 
re4 concerning al other temporal good things whatſoever. Now thus 
being ſoJet us learn wiſdomefrom the fad experience of others dul- 
appointments, who muſplace their choice, to chooſe rhat which is 
molt worthy cur choice, and moſt certain robe enzoyed of cho- 
ſen, (-:4.) an intereſt in Gods favour with all rhe benetes 
of both worlds that flow from it ; whereas if we choole other 
things of lefle worth, it will be our fad lot to fare as thoſe who 
aftect marr with thoſe above their rank, or unwilling other- 
Wie 9 y with them, they fret ana grieve themſeives into 
Ceadly conf ns, and leave their names betand rhem under 
the ſevere ures of obſervers, for rheu notorious weakneſſe 
and proud folly, 
e God ſhould ſuffer ſome few worldlings to obtain thoſe 
- Ag oo nr = wy 
ter with et c imaginable , alt the thungs « 
CI. ESA ings of 
od ; they may be as far from tuch as things are 
capable of affording , as they were before. Eecl, 3.12. / brow 
that there 11 no good in them, that is, the things of this world, ur 
for a man ts root, and to do good in bis life; and alſo that every 
mar ſhould tat and drink , and enjoy the good of all bis Ghour, it ii 
the gift of God; and if fo, then not in the power of any one in 
the world without the help and bleſſing of God. What is a rich 
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4, 6. Ahab ſeems as if be would make a dye of ic, ſurely ſome 
7Eat matter is the caule of it ; bur the flocry cells w,, it was only 
-auſe Naberb denied hun: tas latle Vineyard, when himſelf (as 
is probable) had more and far better of Ins own. Parr Afarryy 
upon this place cizes an Epiltle of Amvroſe to 2 friend of his, in 
which he makes a companion berween Natah and Ahead , 1rd 
eth poor Natech in abetter condition then rich Ahab, 
auſe he was comfortable in the enjoyment of his lirt'e, and 
Ahab tnfully and fornithily ny nonveending his 
abundance. A many (trangely fancy, thar if t 
eld but ſcrue up Fer) we to ſuch an heighe as —— 
to themſelves, or ger into the fiwvour of ſome that are grext in 
the world, none in the world ſhould live more comforrably then 
themſelves : but alas, many ume: they weare out their boces , 
ſtretch and torment their conſaences, and cannot be maſlers of 
their deſigns ; and if at any time they obtain what they exgerly 
ſeck, they never mect with one half or hundred part of comfort 
in ſuch a condition as they promuſed ro themielvei. And there- 
fore 1 ſericuſly offer to their confideration thar Scripeure, Feel. 5. 
10, He that loerh filver ſhall wt be ſarufied with finer, and be that 
leverb abundance , with encrra(e ; alſo 14 vanity. The like is 
true of all worldly enjoyments : And therefore if God rets 
worldly men, that they (hall never obeain comfortable (xtiefyRtion 
in their greacelt abundance, it is the vaineſt "ung im the world 
for them to think co prove God 2 Lyar, which is black blaſphe-ny 
in che leaft ro 1magy | 
If thou makelt any other choice, it will —_ ok the Avg. 4- 
fearful and juſt indignation of Jeſus Chit againſt cr 4. 
14. Chrift peaking of the recompence of the righteous ar the Re. 
ſurrection, one who hes by cries out by way of admiration. v.1 5. 
= 70+ 15 rene bread im the K ingdows of Ged: An i 
he ORE wy Cnr gy cnet 
above all chings in the world beſides. Bur Sans: 
the ci£covering of hs unſaundnefſe propounds the Parable 
of the Gueſts, whowere iwnged to partake of thoſe things he ſee- 
med to admire and chooſe, and then we rad, v. 18, 19, 20. thar 
all made cheir excuſes , (a5 if they would nor 95 to Hell wichour 
ſome (eemung reaſons) One had a greac to look afrer , 


another a new bargain, athurd a wiſe; CO 
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before the things of Chriſts Kingdo n. Well, hwy di4 Chritt © ake 
this at their hands ? I anſfver , His indignation flamed out 2- 
gainſt them. Y.21, We read be was angry, and if you deſire 
16 know how great his anger Was, v. 24. 1t 1s ſaid, The perſons 
who preferred the things of this world before the things of his 
Kingdom, ſhould not taſte of tus Supper , that 1s, ſhould nor 
partake of the leaſt degree of his comtortable favour , which was 
thc {pirmual delicacy of that great SUPPET . As if Chnit had Caid 
in the height of his indignation , 1 will never wachſafe ſuch a 
wretch ſo much as one loving look in this, or the other world. And 
here by the way , let worldlings rake nocice, that che perions 


mentioned in the Parable preferred lawful _— comforts be- 


fore the comfores of Chritt , wwz. their Farms, uns, and 
wives, A great many think it the things they ſer their hearrs 
upon be lawful , the'e is no danger of inordinacy ; bur we ſee 
this Scripture ſpeaks the concrary. Wairh what face can any ftand 
before Chriſt at the laſt great and terrible ay, and ſay, Lord, 1 


6. wb, the pleaſures f thy Ki , and right hand , which are for 
—_ —_ Anda A = of night reaſon , ſpiri- 
cual are much berrer chen ſenſual , which gratifie our 

brutiſh part ; and there is no companion berween comforts that 


” | th | 
| ee eters ry —_=b 


then where ſhall theſe Montiers with comfort ? who 
ſay the pleaſures of fin are berter then o————_—_— ineſle, 
that prefer the ſmiles and favour of a y Whore, the 


favour of Jeſus Chriſt ; that ſay, the wine on earth is berrer then 
the new wine prepared in the Kingdom of God, If Chriſt 
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| The cenainifſue of any ocher choice will be wofull. The de- 

=_ who in this, as in other marufeſts himſelf to be a liac, 

to —_— og picriful co bis creatures, 

- — in to oo —_— 
£100 chem w be hath henond 

oh ear ores 
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tain death Taber $d ext of the forkrddem fue, Gen. 3. 4- 
Satan ſuggeſts C—_ FR RT We know 
by hy) OC eruth of Gods commination , and the 
infinuation ; learn therefore , O ye ſons, and 
of men to believe God,and noe Satan, God tels us 
ly that if we chooſe i we cannot avoud 
ruſhment _ What ſaith concerning one way of fin 
is true of ray bry/riagy veep «5. Her feet go down to death 
her ſteps take Scriptures to 
er foe bel el Ef be the t remarkable words of 
the Plalmiſt are conhderable, Pſal. 11. 6, Kyon the wiched he will 
ram [naret, _— br imſtone, and an horrible tempeſt, thas be the 
perriem of : No man living 15 able fully wo conceive and 
bhew mak wofull miſery 1s implied in theſe 
ch men he rormencecmi Þ ee pg 
reareſt of rorments ; and therefore God 
7, toſet out the miſerable condition that ſhall befal the wick- 
in both worlds : But that is noe all, fire alone cauſerh exqui- 
frccrmencs, burſicn end belmicns her, cauſe a much fereer 
flame. {ny g—_ yg t, which noces, a ſaail 
ity, but to be poured n, wv nuanae: me1- 
_ his wrach, that ſhall fall upon the wicked : And 7 2 
it is ddſervable, that this great meaſure of wrach ſhall nor come 
down upon the wicked lerſurely, and calme'y, bur like rain in a 
maghry temper, one drop hafidy ifrer the ocher with abundance 
rhtedetoncs, It i« ſad here, that it (hall be an hocrible 
tempeſt of fire, that ſhall defend upon the wicked, God will noe 
cone —_— beds of Chriſtlefſe finners, and ſay, cell me ye 
abborred , (wearers, lyars, cheers, and all ye unregene- 
nerate perſons of what nxyne ſcever, are yewilli dekarnd? 
——————————_——_—_—_t Mn, lead to he 


AR m—_ Kat ep 


Mary's Chuice. 


Arg- 6. 


and all che and promiſe, of my bleſled book, coals ox 
— Are you willing to ener into the 

ESI dacdrery Spc Bur 1 pre- 
Lene of your hafous if ſuch were propounded ; Oh no, 


—C— we canncx. bear the thoughes of fuch 3 condi- 
The wicked will be rexdy then 10 wc thote words of the 


Prop, bee cu 13. 14. Wh amy Fall dadk with 
endure rutriaſt ing burnings! A gren ma- 
think, that when people thly afraud of 


nap foton 
burmngs, cry earneſily to Cod to be delivered frem that 
fearful muſery, they are certainly perutenc, yr my =) ewe 
—_—_— heart to damn them : Bur alas, the devil in the 
packs had obs chlo ommnn Mark. 5.6. 
fat word, as ver. 7. the words which he uſed, —— 
ther by God, that thaw rermont me wt © But no foch 
language will previ wich Cheiftes releaſe Devilefromeverlath 
_— lend be effccual for the any 
__ from the damnation of hell. ded man 
_ \nnEs crolle Gods revealed will, and God is reſo. 
mrs a= world to croſle their vrills, by i intolle. 
rable upon them for thoſe fins, And t 
Gods it Pſal, 11.6, is peory without any 
venture, Thus (hall be their portion, 


Ma. 5. 46. m_ = 
& full refoleadeo m TYP 
is fully co make a/l Gd CR 


eternity. 
The molt wiſe and picriful God will laugh at the folly of thoſe 
who make any other choice then that which is here commended 
in this Tex. Cn YT ——_— 
a Malefactor, when be is 10 Execution, to (ee 2 
about him to clap lavgh and ſhout for .n 
ce him carned w r= Gee 10n, © hear chem col 
one to another, here goes a fool,thar muſt mat dy live adog in af firing 
becauſe for a lirtle money be hath forfeited his life ro puſtice, ex. 
_—_ td, and hn« whole 
miſery in the world. Ar 
ras ychnndyr. rl age peo be of berrer behaviour, pit- 
tying and praying for the woful fan, wnd bleſſing the mare of 
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God for keeping then ( as prone as ochers) from. falling into ſuch 
; Bur if i beſo bircer, 
under miſery, © want the compathon of fooliſh and hard- 


miſery to be :eprox hed, buc not _ by Smt ood 
inhrate wiſdome, and mott « 
ful and {ad condition will betal the wv 
* words of God by Selomren, Prov. 1. 22, 13% Hem Oy 
any, Pall gar mo 

Rk? Dera 7 bow called Eee gre 
od our wy een e_—_ 
ſo mdrntieme ſen 1 alſo will 
— 


cum} ——_ but 1 will not anſwer, 
Sogn lrg wr po Shy 67": oat 
wa bleu Koo the fear of the Lord, 
hen fnners are weepung, yelling , and 

under Cods fearful vengeance, and they calling 
and God their cry no More, then men regard the howling 
of beats —_ but laughs in their faces, as it were 
and mocks them them, they were fimple ones, and fark 
fools, n ho for the of fine, which laſt, and they knew 
would laft but for a ſeaſon, they wilfully expoſed t ro 
that ſearfull indignation of God ; which hay warn often affured 
would be intollerable and everiatiing, One would wonder with 
what face any ſoch fnner can look upon Godand beg his 

when God may ſudden!y put them to tilence by telling them, be 
damnes none but thote, vie chooſe damnation, and hovv can they 
reaſonably azainit their own choxce. Ieahily imagine what 
will be pleaded ſinners in this caſe ; They never did, nor can 
any choole ſuch miſery for theur pornon, nothing is more abbor- 
ring to their 4boughes., That wich is the Objedt of the _ 
choice, muſt bepreſenced under the form and notion of 

the creature : Ree this appeers co them.im cher forma which fa me 
contrary to the creatures good and welfare. Well, Ler finners 
ok T:{etves never {o much with ſuch ſeemingly learned Ob- 
jections ; God will quickly our-argre Them, Der. 30. God by 
Maſer calls upon the people wang! un the way of boly obedhence 


CO re——_— 
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2 Theſ. 1.8. 
1 Cor,6.9.10. 


Epbel. 5. 7 


John 3, 5. 


to all kis commandments, and not to dare to diſobey any of ther, 
and backs his exhortation to obedience with proquies of blefing, 
and his dehortation from diſobedience with terrible threatnings, 
then ver. 14. ſhurs up that ciicourſe after this manner, / call brs- 
ven and earth to record thus day ag ant that 1 have fer bet we you 


life and death, and cur ſung ; e kife, that buch (hes 
4 - In winch re BY > 


and thy ſeed may rem. 

Gods jon of them, which is alwayes according to truth, 
it 1s maruteitly apparant, that who chooſe the way of obedi- 
ence, chooſe life; and ſo by the Law of Contraries , they who 
chooſe the way of Diſcbechence chooſe denth which is a compre» 
benſfive word, including the fearful miſery of boch worlds. It may 
be truly ſaid roall ignocant perſons, coverous muckworm's diſche- 
ings won = age} are yo in their unregenc> 
rate eltare ; You are in love wi evertatiing Gurnings you long 
to be in the lake which burns with fire and brimflone, whic 
(hall never be hed, becauſe t walk in choſe ways and cor 
rinue in that eltare, which infallibly othat miſery. Aswe 
ſay to. perſons that feed on ſuch meares as are unwhole- 
ſome , and dangerous , you long to be fick , and be 
in your grave : becauſe they will not forbear whar- will make 
them fick, & bring them to the houſe of rotreneſs : And God 
hamſelfe, guano uhm wy aye fo. 
ners vain philoſophy, ſpeakes after the ſame rate, Pro. 8: 26. He 
that ſinner aganſt me, hut owne ſoul, all they that hate ne, 
as all do, who do not the choice 1 been ſpeaking of, 
leve Death ;- And if fo, bow can it be with reaſon that 


God, or men ſhould picry them under it / I remember 
eos. ſana ry 7 ny 4 f- Laan net ts thing one 1an- 
derſtndeng ond ProvR16.12. Seeft thew a man wiſt in bus on concert ' 
— a fool then of him. Certainly, if wicked ones 
would ceaſe to & parties im their own caſe ( which 
is the maſt fooliſh, 


unreaſorable thing in the world to con- 
rend for ) they mult be forced to che choice 1 am 
pleading for, to be the beſt choice. Ler this bepur tothe vores of 
Heaven, andearth, I had almoſtſaid, and of hell alſo,co conſider 
what choice 1s beſt, and it will be dearly carried for the god!i's, 
OC 's choyoe. To begin with the vores of heoven ; 

the Father, Son, avd holy Gloſt (as you have heard) do com- 


ny 
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mand all men to make,and commend.,and reward them mott hughly 
for making the holy ct:cace. The innumerable company of holy an- 


chear on of it by rejoyeang when any 

mend: declaredly fortakerh his former choy  — 
and ownes no chace, but that which Afary in the Tew made. 
Hence it is uſually fad, the teares of the penirent are the wine 
of Angels, that us, they are much refreſhed ro obſerve chem. 
And for all the glonhed Spurs,» tuch ace before Gods boly throne 
in hewen, they had never been admucred into that blisful place, Ephef. z. 10, 
if they had not choſen the holy path which leads to ir. us Heb. 13. 14, 
now come down to gather the Voees of the earth ; Ler Devid +33: 37. 
( 3% ſuch) (perk for humſels, and conſequently the ſenſe of all holy 
ones, Pſa 119.30 1 have cheſon the way of and ver. 1-57, 
I have choſen thy preceger 5 But then let us der whether any 
thing of this nature may be expected from the wicked. Certainly 
at fone timer when under great ourrvard afflictions, inward awak- 
nings of Conicence, and under the ſentence of death in their owre 

prehennons,/ome of them wil f, eak more holy truths in an hour; 
then they lewe done in foren years before they abound with 
diſcourſes, 2s if they had newly drope down from heaven ; 
ſpeak truly and eloquently of the vanety of the creatures, of the 
woſul effects of fin ; the wnvaluable comfort of a in the 
bloud of Chrift, cat! upon all that are abour chem, not to follow 
theur form er vv iched les, but to be ſure ro chooſe rhe ways of 
God, and the company of his , Which, if God ſpare them, 
and dare believe them, they will not flick to make him pro- 
miſe« before many witnefles of better behavicur towards him all 
pcomcggaSel their days. So that in this caſe we may 
peal nor onely from the wicked to the Godly, bur from the wick- 
ed to themſeives, from them, when their Conſciences are aſleep, 
tothe ſame perſons, when their Conſciences are awakned. 

Bur it may be ſome will ſay, what charity is it, to accoune thoſe 
wicked, whoſe are ſoprous ? I Anſwer, 

1, Godforted chit], who need fo much chariry my (eff, ſhould 
be uncharicable _ - ne tehn® 

7, Some, t {5 ( 2s common expert- 
ence proverh T have chereerds, bu reprieved from dearh, for a 
whale returred w fuch manifett wmicke 2x 1« inconhitente with 
the power cf godlineſſe. m— the Sctiprure _ 
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CIT 


1Cor.6.10,11, bear, although this hypocritical age will ) men (ould foy, O ye 


h ly dr. natds, rebgous for mcnuors, godly (Wearers, prous cheats 
er , the Ki of heaven fiands of en to recave you. All of 
the better ſort on earth always vote for the chaice of the Text ; and 
ſome of the worlt of men and women at ſome umes + But fure 
no good Vores an be found in fo bad a place as hell. Crs 
| {t ar preient the iyoech of the rich man the parabie (peaks 
ps 16, 28, who == in hell, detwres that has five bretty cn 
migh: be warned noc to come to thar place of torment whach chey 
could not vead, ualeſle they made a berrer choxce then hamdelf 
had done, and no chowe could be efiectual to that end, but the 
choice in the Text, 1 enquire not into the monve of that warn» 
ing, I am ſure the matter was unquethonably nght. Oh that 
99 > 7 yp eur) hs, vs the chuldren of men, 
befo-e it be tos late. 1 dare no more topreſſe the firft branch 
of the Exhortation, and am much troubled, that 1 can now ſpeak 
ſo lirtle to the ſecond branch, which alſo deſerves a mott vigorous 
enforcement, 

Brawch 2. To prefie you who hear me this day, to make the 
choice inthe Tex early ; Give me leave to offer ſome few quick- 
ning Conhderations , which 1 muſt do lutle more then name. 


Conſ. 1, We are by the indiſpeniible command of God ro 
make this choiceearly Excl. 12.1. Kenember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy your. Now faich the Text, tis nor left as a matter in» 
ditterent, and at our own liberty, when we will begin to make 
Qs 1 - Ma.6. 733. Chnit calls upon thechildren of men to 
y ngdows of heaven and the r:ghteenſnefſe thereof, which is 
Shine, wife had Cad; 1 you ne ellen the whe 
of me, who am awonderful Counſe!lor, let the firſt, and unalte- 
rable choice be fixed upon God and the things of God. 


R. BY Tis the moſtreaſorable thing in the world that ix 

1, Becauſe( 3 we have ſhewed largely) God, and the things of 
his Ki do beit, and indeed onely deſerve our early choice, 
and nothing is more reaſonable then to be guided in our choice, 
by the different worth of Objects that are before us, Prev. 4. 7. 
Wiſdom 1 the principal thing, therefore get wiſdom, and with all thy 
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andy. which 1 pri - muſt be firtt 
what cver « tenet 
, the caher will our work be 
to ger and keep cut forbidden parhes. 

Afſuredly ler men begin never {> ſoon to lewe the ways of fin, 
and oo walk in the ways of God they will find i ſuſhciently dich. 
cult to rurn their back wpon wicked company, and to grve 2 bill of 
divorce to their modt beloved fins : Bur the Imager they have been 
m league with finners, and the _ 
any fnful courſe, the difheulry will cerrunly increaſe by thoſe 
means. The Propher ſpeak nes 19.23. Can 


- ws 94 yes pr ww? whe then al 
fo who art at i” as wpary - _ vs Gann 
; on * ; Sorhat the Propher 
'l binwicas impollive : A late Tia redl facies ray 


difhculr for an accuftomed finne- ro rerurn to God ; and without 
more then ordinary grace, it would revwan v - 
be oe mag ne ie oben Ge 


idk if nx alſo in the other world. ary nt)» mes rn 
ny ger in their days, before rhey be ſober and wiſe in the 


government of themſelves, although be (er 
they have many _ renemnbrances o hem aheomars. Fs 


y-ray marrers. Mens 
to work hiswork may coftthem much chen 
'T arcane —_—— made his betowed ear mon 


the fins of has h, o$ 1 3.26, Although they w 
choice lare;thal noe Pt el che eter 
— xo 
light of Gods reconciled connrenance, 
——_—_ And if char be { 
(which goes currane with EG which 
} nmr ner hte) that t 


Gods viney mar wil woo nh 
pie Heme go Ee aeearD 


$o that 
ano Cum alowerehet,b their to ſuffer erernal 
Canl. 


Colol 3.20, 


Afts 21-15, 


- bleſſed Book of God ſhall be found in the hands ER 
were 


engage us to follow the 
how we may 


who early chooſe him, and his precious waies, 1s © 
high commendayons be in bus Word befiows them. This 
ſtands on Record for the praiſe af —_—_ hd 


, and {0 accoun- 


Chriſt, chen 

r 

to be as was, an bop pr Frm ape 
CE ee rs ann 
in Chaſts Family ; y bring 2 | 

of honour, and upon that account he is recorded in ſacred Stor 


Roms. 16, 5, Salme nell-beloved , ws 11 te fo 
frute of Ackela ave © f. Cs Gal hath "defect tack ſt 
ripe frunts. ' Ach. 7.4. therefore this is ſpoken of 2s a ſin- 
gular commendation. Such Primroſes are a delightful fight ini 
= _ Roms. 16. 7. —_ O— and > my 
K wnſmen, fellow-priſoncr 5, at of more the A 

files, 4 ts 4, ref pr tainng Theſe laſt wor we very 
obſervable. This glorious Apolile ſeems to prefer thoſe private 
Chriſtians above tumſclf, becauſe of their early choice. True 
COOTOIED NI eI0D MII, Qui: LAY (any 29: 
le. . 


Conſ. 5. "Tis a molt baſe and dingenyous thing ro make this 
hes FB In the nme of the Law, the firtt and thechniceft of 
perſons and things , were ſer apart for God, and the beſt and 
worlt were 


h— 
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ſerves much berter ſervice then we are able wirh our beſt abilinie: 
of ſoul and body to afford hum; And therefore to offer him the 
bit and worſt of our ſervices, muſt needs be tighly provoking, 
This is clear from thoſe words of the Propher , Afal. 1.8. If ye 
offer the blood for Sacrifice ar it me evil? Offer it win nts thy Gover- 
near, will be be pleaſed with thee, or acceye thy perſon, ſauh the Lord 
of Hoff: ? The Imerrogation is to be refolved into chus Negition , 
(1.e,) He will noe accept thy perſon, when thou bringeſt a blind 
or lame ſacrifice : and can it be reaſonably imagined, that the 
great and glorious God ſhould accepr of fuch ſorry things, as a 
hilly mortal man would mfily ſcorn ; Oh friends, this baſe diſ- 
ingenuity hath colt many of Gods people very dear. Although all 
that nghtly chooſe God, and Ins wares, at what eime ſoever, are 
by with him, and beloved by him ; yer ic is well enough 
confulenc wich tis love, guide} by aninfimte Wiſdore , not wo 
manifeſt che ſame £5 ſuch provokers of a long time. How many 
have we knovwn(ſone of whictwvere undoubredly Gods dear one+) 
who have gone many years togerher roaring to the very borders 
of the Grave, 2nd no comfort could be fatined upon chem by the 
maſt Jdoltul B +; and this the great ring of cheic toc- 
meniung fear, - a apprehend, it 1 roo late, it is roo 
laie: Ir come in ſooner, they might have found accc- 
prance, _ think cthac Cod will citdam wo accept of the de- 
vils ors; and therefore the door of hape leems to be ſhut +- 
gunſt them. And certainly Saran, who needs no of any to 
make Argarrents for him to Gifpure aganit che crembling Chct- 
fliam hope in God , when he finds ſo many terrible rhings delive- 
red inthe Scripwre aguntt thi« common fm of « elaying to curn 
to God, he will be rexdy to improve then to the urroft, Fog 
the aw rkening of the ſecure, I will renngon 2 place or ewo to thes 
putfoſe. Afd.1. 14. We hwe theſe words of Cod, that roar 
like thun'er in the exrs of Procrattinators. Curſed. be the de- 
corver, wha hah in Ins flock a male, and vanerh, and ſacrifictth to 
the Lard a corruge thing ; for 1 am a great Kung, faith the Lord of 
Holtr, and my Name it 4 the Hearhew. The male of 
the flock i« zucged the be't of the fleck ; and therefore Gad pro- 
nounceth his curſe ugon thoſe, who pur him off with worſe : No 
hoge then apperrs of Gods acce, rance of our wort, of oor late, 
lure, and band facruices, The nw © che Pſatruft, 


Pl. 95-7: God calls upon men preſently without ſo much as one 
day's delay to turn to him ; and that ihonarien 1s prefie] in 
the following Verſes, by an Argument taken from the woful mi- 


ſery of thoſe char delayed, and put off God from year to year, 4 


ill he would no | bear it, v. 10. forin 4.11, God rels im 
his mind in ſuch terrible language, that their ears might well tin- 
gle, and their hearts tremble at the receiving of it: Kats whom 


1 ſnare in my wrath, that they ſhenld net exter 126 my reſt. 1 do. 


not remember any ſuch terrible Text in all che Bible againſt Mur- 
cherers, Blaſphemers, who are incarnate devils, or any fort of fin- 
ners that can be named. God threatneth to damn all ſores of 
Chriſtleſſe ſinners ; but he doth not. manifelt ſo much fury , as to 
ſwear , they ſhall not partake of his mercy : So that Satan hath 
this dreadful advantage againſt thoſe, who have wnwvorttuly Gc- 
liyed eo turn to God, if they afterwards begin to lament after 
God : Saran will be ready to entertain them with ſuch ſugge- 
flions as theſe, as good nothing, as nothing to the purpoſe ; p 
15 no hope for them, they ( have come ſooner, and if they 
will not believe him , he bids chem rake their Bible, and read 
in the 95. Pſal. 11, v, where againſt thoſe that have provoked 
God by delaies, he ſwears, they ſhould never enter into his reſt. 
Thus Thave diſparched five Conhderations to provoke = tO 4 
{x cedy choice of the good part which ſhall never be caken from 


ou. 
, I dare add no more, becauſe I muſt needs ſpend the remaini 
me of the tire in ſpeaking concerning the ſad Providence whuc 

h brought us together at chis time. And becauſeic is not uſu- 
all with me upon tuch occaſions co make any large diſcourſe con- 
cerning the dead, (the main ſcope of Funeral Sermons being the 
inſtruction of the living, and not the commendation of the de- 
ceaſed) I ſhall in my lowing work confine my meditations to 
theſe ro | heads. 

Firſt, 1ſhall give an account briefly, why 1 now vary from my 
ordinary courſe. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall deliver what I judge meet for yaur edification, 
ſo far as the firairs of time will permic me. 

1, If any demand, why I nov undertake ta ſpeak of the derd 
(bei beſides my ordinary praface, ) My Anſwer uw ready ; Be- 
cuſe I do not remember thatever 1 covid with nc, nate 


; 


| 


— 


eee} 
 —— 
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dence, and ro ſo good purpoſe, ſpeak of any perſon, as I can con- 
| ing this excelient Gentlewoman, the folemnization of whoſe 
| Funeral hath occafioned this grezz Aflembly : Particularly there 
ace three reaſons, wtach latishe my (elf, and I doubc nor bur they 
will likewiſe ſatishe any other perion , vho are worthy of, and 
a | # willing to receive ſatisfaction concerning this matter : As, 

t, Leſt by my filence, 1 ſhould deprive very mony of a more 
then ordinary pattern for their holy imication. Her converſation 
| which lay open to publick view was very contiderible : bur there 
| were many remarkable rhings in the more retired part of her life 
which were not commonly known ; and yer the knowledge cf 
chem mighe be of fingular uſe t9 direct and quicken many to like 
p_ exerciſes of piety : This copy of her life was freer from 

os then the lives of many other worthy women. 

2. A diſcourſe of this nature may be of uſe for the comfort of 
her near Relations ; although the more evidences of her cemark- 
able pity are 7 their remembrances , the greatnefle of 
their own lodle is t y the more clearly dif » Yet ſuch 
ſeiſ-love as makes them confine their & wholly to their 
own loſſe, neglecting the needful meditation of her incompara- 
ble gain, i« certainly to reproof. Many that follow their 
grace'eſle Relations to the Grave ( which did greatly love them, 
and were dearly beloved by them) are greuly de » chiefly 

this ground, becauſe of their great fears touching their ever- 
Upon URS FF ng 
lfling fate. Bur 1 can with c beſfeak the friends of 
; this Gentlewoman - like words to thoſe of our dear Sa- 
: viour , to the daughters of alew ; Weep not for her, from Luke £4.18. 
whoſe eyes all tears —_ dg weep for your ſelves ; weep ; 
for your ſurviving Chrittlefſe Relations , and over the afflicted | 
of Sim, and the more of theſe rears the berrer. 

f. If I ſhould forbear ro ſpeak concerning the holy life 
of this our deceaſed Chrittan friend, how is it poſſible char 
he great duty of duly laying to heart this fad viſitation we are 
now under, be performed by many of you / Who can be 
ſadly affe&ed proportionably to a great lofſe , when for wane of | 
information, the loſſe is only apprehended as ordinary { Now 
God rakes it very ill at their hands, who live careleſly under ſuch | 

« fad Providences, Ef. 57. 11. The righteous periſheth, and no ma 
lajeth it ts bear, and neeveiful rs taken away, mme conſidering 
3 
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that the righncou ave taken anay from the evil ts come. A Mae 
n hink weir whatede: is performed , if for ewo or { —_— 
fer the hearing o lugh ens hes table calk be co chis pur- 
poſe ; Such a good | 1s dead, the did much good in 
her place, 1 am Gorry foric: When it may be ina fortnight, or 
moneth after, 'us 'almoit utterly torgotren , that there was any 
ſuch perſon. The Scnpcure laſt menuoned rels you , That God 
many times ſaaccheih away his people by deach, when ſonc great 
evils arc approaching to the places where they lwed. 1 love noc 
to COndcIVe, of utter doleful prophecies, but my exrneft prayer to 
God is, that we may all walk pemrently under this firoak , that 
greater diſpleaſure chen we are at preſent aware of do not flow in 
upon us through ths very great becuch. 

I now addreſſe my {clt to the laſt al head, I propounded 
to {peak to, viz, A brief account of fone things, and but ſome 
things (for hate) which were remarkable in the holy life of Mrs 
Anne Petter. And here I might ſpeak of her in a threefold capa- 
city. 3, Natural, 3. Civil. 3. Spirizual. Burl call co mind 


and ingenuows - 2, Of 
Family whereof the was 2 Branch, alchough in wu ſelf very conti- 
derable according tothe workds account. Theſe were not the things 
ſhe did, ot had cauſe over-myuch to value. My Diſecerſe there- 
fore concerning her, will be wholly confined to ber ſpuritual en» 
down ents , and operations ; for in ing wp the ctiate of 
rich perſons , Matters are Not | then citates are 
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2, Her atfettion, and carnage more imredurely relating £9 
the God of Hewen, and the rhings of Heaven. 
For the firſt, her diſpolirion, .and behaviour roveards chem on 
N= Earth. : 

1, She wins one of 2 publick, and conſequently of a very ex 
cellene fpirie, Thus Ar manufefied many was , byber being 
| conſtant, and fervent in her prayers for the publick welfare, by 
| her ſadneſs, when at any time it fared ill with any part of the 
| Church of Chit, alchough in Foran parrs , where no preſent 
danger of any of her perional worldly concernmencs di.1 biafs 
her, by her great joy, when ſhe heard of irs flouriſhing eftace ; 
And wh 2 great many at their meeting with ochers Ire 

after news, that it may only furniſh chem wirh macrer for c 
Gſcourie, and preſenc them with vanery CONTI 
cenſures ; her queſhons rending that way were utully , if not 
conftancly, in this ſhort prous form, How doch it go 
abroad with the Church, and Cauſe of Jefis Chriftt? Thar was 
all in all to her, as to matrer of news. It would be over-cedh- 
ous ro gn t fl the inſtances, which might be mentioned on 
;— li! re grins ner mare ; macs 
cenced ik ſpine by t al reſpects, which 
upon all rag td conn thoſe _rhar appegred gal- 


<. 9. 
tha bred MY 

ek ee ara to 

with tht which coft ber nought, he nover rem 
off in the Caſe of Chrift. * And which w 
forr left her, why war 


; . nm 

——_ her, nillnely parred with hug for the ſerv 
kd inceſt 

2, She was yery bounriful ro thoſerhac were in noed, as 


of you here preſent can reflifie, from and long experience 
& . bes Ienncricical fike 
By 16, I oh bred: and Sfione of fd, 
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Gal.c,1o, 


and one of you ſay i them, Depart in peace, be you warmed nd fil. 
; nowuhſtanding you give then not theſe things wines ave riadfd 


led 
ro the a dath it profſa / One li.tic handful wee wuch 
berter, then many ſuch mourh-fuls. Her charity was con!!:ne ; 


ſhe did not content her ſelf once in a year to drop a {mall alme, 
and then all the year after live like an ha:d-berted, and cloſe- 
filled Mammonitt, She was daily begging, and receiving, ſpiri- 
tual alms from Heaven , and exprefiley her chankfuinels to wvod 
for it, by ging out freely and frequent!y , tor the tupy'y of 
thoſe who were un want, Very many here, and eilewhere, right 
have deſervedly prayed for her, when living, ving ſuch words as 
Paul for Onefi . 2 Tim, 1. 16. The Lord give mercy to 
the bouſe of Mallreſs Perer , for (he oficn refrethed me and 


mine. 

3. Her unfcigned & fervent love to thoſe of the houſhold of Faith, 
was very manifeſt;partly,1. By ber bountiful gut+ beſtowed on the; 
ſhe was not (as many are) attraid to ſee, or hear of ſuch objects, 
but as the ſperketh, E/. 32. 8. The liberal perſon deviſerh 
liberal thing!, and ſo did ſhe ; if at any time the by information 
offered by others, or enquiry made ſelf, came to the no- 
godly perſon in diſtreſs, the 0zened her purſe, with- 
out any mouves, beſides what her own inflamed heart furniſhed 


ſce, till ſhe behold cher in the Kingdome of Glory, 
2. And by admirring chem befoge others into famaliar ſociery 
akhoagh aover fo memn in che workd 3 herein very 
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and had noc humilicy enough to offer reconciliation , ſhe was 
willing to be the frtt in ſeeking reconciliation. And when 
ments with men prevalednor, ſhe wepe in ſecret, and 
forth prayers before Cod to obtain ir, and rejoyced ly 
in the gbod ſucceſs of any means that could be ufed ro procure 
and preſerve it, 

5+. She was one of a healing ſpirit, which appexrs by her diC- 
courſes, wherein ſhe was very careful to avoid name: of diviſion, 


and declared the _—— — 
228 among Gods yeocions people: and if any ſpake to her of any 
that differed from her in judgement , as if wondred , how 
ſhe could be famuliar with then, the ordinarily make 
this Anſwer, 1 am verily perſwaded they truly fear God, and © 
long 1 can beartily cloſe with them , and (oyer-looking what 1 
CONceive to be their infirmines ) honour them for the 1 of 
Jeſus Chrift thar ſhines in them. Poor divided Exyland hath greze 
cauſe bitterly to lament the loſs of ſuch a Chriſtian , who excelled 
In this kind : Alſo like Chrift, ſhe was much in prayer for this 
needful union, Jota 17.11; 

6. She was exceeding carcful of the fouls of thoſe tha were 
under her charge ; which was evidenced by the great pains ſhe 
took ro infiruct then : beſides ber holy example before chem ; 
and daily prayers for them , ſhe was wont to hear her ſereancs 
repeat over their Catechiſmes once a wee , eipectally before 
their —_ Sacrament of yoo mag Supper ; Oh that 
her example herein mighe provoke nchers to greater care,” 24 to 
the ſouls of their Ye ad, T might colfider , that Cod 
fa have made them fervance"! ſeeing God hatch been 5 
indulgens towards them , and hath proviced for their eaſe, by 
giving then eſtates, {o thit they can keep ſervants ; it would be 
but an | and ingenuous diicovery of their thinkfulneſs to 
Cod rr hee mercy , by raking care that their ſervanes maght 
6nd ſore time to do Gods work, as well as ther work: And 
indeed who cver came near her to recewe corporal alms, ſhe 
could not ſend then away empey, if fit objefts of chariry ; and 
her alms was uſually double for the foul 2s weil as the » She 
would cull upon cider perſors to xy rend upon the Ordi- 
nance*, and to bring up theie chaldren to read ; and the children 
ſhe would cxbort © duutulncſs 0 OT 
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their. work, and care 40 learry they Carectalorcs. 


_ Secondly , As 56 ber affetiion, apd camuge rewards God, 
&r. 


1, She was one that evidenced abundance &f love to Jeſus 
Chaſt. She was not like thoſe mennonad, Exact, 33+ 31, who 
profeſs much love with thar lips , but lixtle or no evdence of 
K in thar lives, whereby their hears are Giſcovered, Jokes 14. 
41, He that hah bu Conmunderents, and bergurh them, be it 
that leverh him: Nos 38 © the Evangelical keeping of Cods 
Cammandments , 'as very rare to mect with any that was fo 
willingly, and chearfully induſtrious at all times ro comply with 
them un a boly conforquey, 2s the was. She was fo far from 
ſcanting Gnd in paint of manaielt dury, thas ſometimes ſhe was 
ready in ſome calespo io manifet, tocver-do; and out of the 
abundance of hes beart, would bet mouth ſpeak often, and much 
of the precious lave- of Jeſus Chrift. She was womero ſay , that 
no divine ad more deeply affect her , then that of 
the love of Chnit. Before the manifeſtation of Cluiſts love to 
her ſoul, ſhe was to admiration importunate for the obraining 
of it , and afterwards as carctul ro preſerve it, as the Church in 
Cant. 3. 5. She bold buw, and 4 not willing for fo much as one day 
or howr to let bins go. 

2. She was very zealous in the worſhip of God in private, as 
_— Ly ay 7 permared ) 
in ing of y Scriptures ; and for many years t 
ther read over the whole Bible once in exch year. ecder to 
ſbe read much in che Trextiſas of our moſt eninent pro- 
Etical Dirnzes ; by w mems the attained to a very great 
meaſure of knowledge, and was very ſound in the faith. I could 
not obſerve in more then wwelve years acquaintance with ber, thac 
ſhe was in the leaſt infected with any one of the errours of the 
times. Oh chat in theſe exerciſes which arc © —y 
efecially of her rank, would follow ber , as their pattern. It 
wewld make any holy ſoul co mourn bitrerly in ſecrer , to cnnt= 
der how many Gentlewomen cxn talk even to admiration. of all 
ordinary worldly ſubjects ; but if any diſcourſe of the poines of 
Religion be begun in their bearing, Coomminenct cle 
clement, and cannot bold pare in fuch caicourſes one half quar- 
ter of an hour, then many of them. can ſay no more, but yea; oc 


nn 
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Moy: Cheice. 


becaule they underitand not pertectly what is (aid, « and are 
TIES or by 
— to maintain their 
- If they woul Tic raven a ſome nme from their 
ip, od may lc time that is uſually beſtowed 
ity, in the over-curious ne 
—_— re i and if further they would 
many after-nnons in dangerous vitts of all 
=. s of pros, of oft ra, alchough apparent enemies of 
gain much nme for theſe and all ocher 
y cxerciles. ny drop reed megan who 
nodemder of their own reputation , that to avord that which 
the fooliſh world calls incivilicy , they will make bold to rob 
bim of abundance of — hours, which his ſervice cals for, 
and deſerves at their ; and ſure none are in this true 
fnends to their fouls intereft ; bur if any perſons (hall -f- 
fend by their over-familiar converſe wit ENCTUET , it 
may, and doch juttly provoke ham to rurn former famalianity with 
them into long and very ſad eftrangements, for which they may 
thank cher own unwarrancable cnmmlines as thie . Tony 
Some there are, who content theplelves in reading ſome part 
of the Scerigeure, when they have nor ee to do; but al- 
this be 2 a chef part, yer cerrat _——_ noe the whole of 
their dury ; for it is not the bare reading of the Scriptures char 
will make them Chnitzns, — gof them ; and 
for thas what means more proper, and , then the 
peruſal of the Treatiſes of the godly Lewned, who excel in the 
Fife of found incerpretation of the Scripeures, I have many 
rimes thought that the devil is willing, and it is for his intereſt, 
that ſome ſhould read the Scriprures, if they be noe forward ro 
uſt other helps for the underſtanding of them : Becauſe the Scri- 
prures being barely read, and noe underfiond , doch (-me 
of their working Conferences, and yer by this means many 
of them: are not at all directed , and ——_— exerciſes, 
wherein the main power of Godli ie 
will A cy 2 — —_ITS 
rich perſons, who have theſe dunier, CY 
pear thar many a poor Cheithan rhar was fra rorioendy, and 
go hed lace, » gb Gee EE = 
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dren from ftarving , have yer ſpenc more hours in reading the 
Scriptures , beaning week | 

godly Divines inone year, then they have done in (even, happaly 
in ewventy years, or all che time of their life, Bur I ſee my ccep 
ſenſe of RE Cay Cn crank; oc- 


3. Her moſt remarkable conſtancy in the dury of private pray- 
er, in the ſeaſons of it. When ſhe was at home, and her tammy» 
ly-occthons extraordinary by reaſon of geſts, it would not cauſe 
- © omir, or ſhorren hn INSET when abrcad , 
and tired with rave, ( whach many would take tor a complex 
excuſe) ſhe would not berake ber ſelf to ber bed, all cas dury 
was duly diſpatched. "Tis a very ſad thing to contider, that ma- 
ny who cl themſelves Chriftians , and are angry it ethers do 
not ſubſcribe to rheur of themſeives , without gang 
the leatt hint of back s, who yer ſeldome, if at any nme 
pour our their requeſts before Cod in fecrer. Alas fuch perſons 
conlider not that a wretch newly cet ove of one Gaol, _ 
ped for by another, may yer in a crowd go along with a Peri 
ion £5 a Prince, it is preſented in the name of ma- 
ny ; bur for any Subjet ro have lexve,, and heart rogo prvately 
upon all occafons into the Prince his preſence , with Peririons, 
argues an hugh degree of familiarity. And as the was much in 
bexging 0 , fo likewiſe in thinkfulneſs for merces vouchſa- 
ſed to 6d Gaye hers ; ſhe uſed to ſpeak much of chem, 
and once in every Year to ſer a day apart for the exercaſe of thank!- 
ging to God for them, by which the evidenced her ſelf ro be 
a mott viſe, and ingenuous Chriftan, You have now heard ſome- 
thing of her zeal in the private worſhip of God 4, and it cannoe 
be reaſonab.y conceived, that ſhe was leſs careful of Gods pub- 
lick ſervice, Many that ſeen forward for that, are wholly negli- 
gene of privce worſhip, but it would be very firange to obſerve 
the contrary. Hypocrike (the Epidemical diſeaſe ) will leave no 

-work und-ne. 


here 1 might inf on ber <itþ in tend 
qo Gepreading of the Weed, nie he has ren 4 bor 
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and was conveniently ſeared. She uſed ( to prevent droufineſſe 


and diftration ) to ttand , frang her eye upon the Preacher 3 Luke 4. 38, 


whuch (he was wont oy ſhe learned of ( the Elect Lady ) her 
Religious mother. And when the was to receive the Sacraments 
of the Lords Supper, her ca'e to come a prepared gueſt to thac 
blefied featt, was more then ordinary : Much time was i; enc in the 
hard, but gainful duty, of ſelf-cxamination , and importunate 
prayer, that Chrilt would prepare her for, and bid her welcome to 


that holy Banquer. And indeed her great zeil to the wnethup of eG, e3. 13; 


God appeared clearly in her fingular delight in that time, which 
by Gods appoinement is ſet apart for ſpecial arrendance upon it, 1 
mean the holy Sabbath of God : Many ( Oh that 1 were not 
focced to ſry, moſt ) keep onely ſuch a Sabbath, as Divines uſe fic- 
ly to call, the Sabbath of affes ; when they have tyred the nſctves 
in the week day, in the worlds drugery, when the Lords day 
cones, they riſe lacer in the morning of that day, and go to bed 
more carly in the evening of ir, then ar ocher times ; By which 
meanes their own ( as the bockes of their beaſts ) hue mucheaſe 
and refreſhmenc, but as for ſpending the whole time of it ( the 
moſt equal thing in the world upon many unaniwerable grounds ) 
in the publick, and private exerciſes of Gods worthip, this they can 
by no mems brook : Bur 2s for this excellent GCentlewoman, as 
ſhe had a better heart rowards God, fo was her behaviour out- 


wardly anſwerable. She uſed to riſe more carly wron the Lords Ames 8. 5. 


= « then upon any other day, no weather ty her from the 
ick Aſlenbly, and what ame was not ſpent in publick, was 
exactly imployed in private duties of Gods nement. 

7. She was one of a very Humble Spine, which appeared in her 
affabiliry, and courrehe to the meaneit perions who had occafion 
to make uſe of her ; And when the f ( as the did often )of 
thie merciful Providences of God towards her, in providing co'n- 
fortably for her all her days,25 to the concernments of bach worlds, 
ſhe wauld ever cxprefſe admiration of Gods great gondnefle 


towards her, by acknowledging that what God had done graci- Laze 1, 48. 


ouſly for ber, was for one, who (in her own thoughes ) was the 
meaneſt of her fathers family. I ſcarce have known any more 
adorned with the glorious robe of humility then ſhe was, 
She was a chearful not a ſullen Chrathan ; by her chearful- 
acl in Gods preciews Ways, noe more credit the Goſpel of 
2 .: 


Mary's Chaice. 


AR 14.12, 
Job z, 16, 


$ @# Col 3, I, 3. 


Ephel. 6, 16, 
Rom.4-20, 


1 Tia. 4. 6, 


2 Sam, 19. 27. 


Chriſt, inone year, then many other droopung and lowring Chi» 
flians in along time. She was none of Gods whinncts, Grup. 
on every petty ourward afficuon, or becauſe inward comforts 
were not Gif, enced at that time, and in that meaſure they expect- 
ed, like froward chuldren, are ready to throw away what us in their 
hand: alre "dy ; her great care was to get a clean and quiet conſci- 
ence; and when the Bard in the botom dad hng (weeriy the could 
well enough digat many o:her calapporntments, 

5- She was very patient uncer attiction and iiving to ſo greir 
an age 25 ſhe did, it cannot be imagined but that ſhe ſhared in the 
common lot of Chriſthans. She had much of that ingenuity which 
was in boly Jeb, which ſhe diicovered by thoſe words, Shall we 
reverve good at the Lands of God, and wit evil? When her paines in» 
creaſed in the time of her hckmeſte, towards her end, the would 
fay, I love God tht, 1 will crutt am thil ; And in the grexett 

tions that ſhe was at any une under, ſhe was & far from 
fainting, and diſcontent, that ſhe would ſay , We mult not be 
overmuch troubled for worldly lofſes, or croſſes, theſe are but 
chips of the croile, we ceſerve that God ſhould make our burden 
more heavy to all erernaty. 

6. She was a moit heavenly minded Chriftian, She abounded 
alwaye« in diſcouries tending that Way (no- onely in her fickneile) 
bur all the tire of her healih ; and could ſcarce be to hear 
any long diſcourſes of other ſubjects, when in the company of 
Gods people, who could ſpeak to berter purpoſe, And when any 
of her Relations came to viſit her, before therr parting, ſhe would 
uſually ſay ; Nothing troubled her more, then ro think, that whale 
ny had together, they had dane one another & luctle good, 
and been fo hitte helpful ro cach other in the way to he 
Ven. 


7. Toname no more,She was eminent in the eminent Grace of 
Faith, She gave the Lord much by believing. Her Faich 
appeared ro be of the night ſtamp, becaule ut cloſed with, and mace 
improvement of all promuſes for this life, and for that which is to 
come. When any worldly &:facultes we obtected in referrence 
to her (ef or nearRelations,ſhe would ſay Cod had never failed ber 
yer, and he was all-ſufrcent, and therefore ſhe would truſt God 
for all. Now that Faith which uſerh co feed former experi- 
ence; is ardinanly Rtrong. And when ac wakes were before 
her 


<A 


A 
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her, ſhe was very courzgrout and undaunted ; Which was the iflue 
of her well grounded Faich, When the troubles were in Kee, 
and 2 great many men 1nd Women, Were at their wits end, and be- 
irg wholly detiure of Faith vere ready to cry, and run fron place 
to place, one being folcitous,, Where to diipote of his money, ano- 
ther to tuce his perſon in ftey, the was quiet ; She ſad, it was 
not bolts and bars, that kepe her in fafety in quiet times, bur 
Cods alrighty Providence, and that was as able t0 fecure her now, 
and the-crore the could then fleep in peace, as Dawd, Pſal. 3.8. 
Nor was her fauh lefle obtervable in reference touts actings abour 
the concernments of the other world. And here her taith of 
Adherence and Evidence ( 2s it is uſually exprefied) were borh 
very firong. Tis true, Satan was very buie with he”, roger her 
from the Cattle of the Promiſes, where her firength lay ; bur God 
had mace her fo wiſe a Chnthan, as to have the pe coniadered 1 Job. z. 23. 
as the Law of Faith alwaies in her thoughts, and by that means 
ſhe was made aftaid ar any time of ing tO caft her ſelf whol- 
Iy upon the free grace of God in Chrilt for ſalvation, according to 
the Covenant, The Communds CO feuful of 0- 
macring the dury of Prayer, of mupencng 108 LuMCe, 
and other preic bed duties ; So likewile checioar nmad_—s 
above mentioned, for beheving, made her as much afraid toneg- Eqb. 6 16, 
lect that duty, which is the mott eminent of all Chriflian dunes, 
and the moſt helpful co all che reſt. 
As to the faith of evidence,ſhe attained to ſuch a degree ofit,cthar 
by it (which was a molt incomparable prviledge) the was lifted vp 
ry much above the fear of death. Her language in the rime of her 
ſickneſſe was, Conve Lard Jeſus, come quickly , andfor my part, it 
was £9 my great admiration to hear of what the ſpake frequently, 
and chearfully concerning many particulars retiring to her tuneral, 
nt fheedful to bet rparred. Now 1 hive finuhed what 1 incend. 
ed upon the Provicence whach brought us toverher act rhas re. 
And me thinks, 1 herr forme of you to (perk zfter ths manner ; 
Why no more ? To which 1 anſwer, All the flowers of a girden 
ſo well fined, 2« the gazden of her Jong, and Chriſtin lite was, 
with a grateful variety of ſweet and beautiful Graces, cannot in a 
ſhort ume be gathered, and preferred in one handful. Bur a far 
grexter nu7.her are Tore pe tofay, Why fo much of her vietues, 
and nothing of be: infirzuacs ? Was the while lving in - 
wWorte,. 


ap Triumphant and not Militant ? To 
whach 1 anſwer, lc ut Pang ſcem to flarter, which none that 
know my re” will rexdily c me with, it muſt be confeſſe 
[ne ny had bh I ED of ew yrp rae. 

in this hife ) yer becauſe they are honably covered 
forgiven, and forgotten by Chriſt, it will argue us the more Chriſt. 
like co forget them, as be hath given us an example. Beſides 1 
obſervein Heb. 11. whe-e the boly Ghoſt is enlarged in the prai(- 
es of the holy Patriarchs, and other Worthies , who ( at 
leaſt ſome of the n ) grener muſcarriages then 1 ever obſerved 
in her, that none of their praiſes are ſtained with any blocs, or burs 
of thar finful infirmacies, 

To ſumme up all, this excellens Cenrlewoman Mrs. A. Perter, 
ſo manifeſted her Graces in all Relations and Conditions, that ic 
may be truly ſad of ber : She was a molt loving, reſpe&tful, and 
obedient Wife, 2 very tender and carcful Mother, a conſcionable 
and bountiful Miltrei'e, a peaceable and helpful Neighbour : In 
Proſperity ſhe was very chearful, thankful, and fruitful ; In Adver- 
firy very ſubmillve, ſe'{-ſexching, and penizent, Well, what 
now remaines, bur that 1 beſpeak you all in the words of Chriſt, 
Lake 10.37. Go ye and do likewiſe : And then ( craving 
RIS warty) 1 ſhur up all with like words to thoſe 
of the en 2 Tim. 2.7. Conſider what hah been ſpe 
hen, and the Lord groe you underſtanding in all things, 


